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Retations wira Spary.—Though the documents | 
belonging to our relations with Spain are not im- 
portant, they possess a character that demands a 
record in the Reeister—we have therefore used 
our small type for the purpose, and so arranged 
the matter us to be concluded in our next paper, in 
succession. 





The tax-paying nation. 

We do not oretend to say winat will be the result 
of the apparent determination of the British people 
to extort a reform in parliament from their rulers. 
{hat body now is the most corrupt and corrupting 
body that ever assembled together; and, as re. 
presentatives of the people, is calculated only to ex- 
cite the contempt and hatred of every honest and 
reflecting mind, being a mere mockery and abuse of 
an inesiimable principle. But we fear that the day- 
onet of the government will prove too strong for the 
right of the people; and that, if they will have re- 
form, they must have revolution, also. 

The English people have very recently made what 
is to them an astonishing discovery—wonderful to 
be told, they have found out that in their taxation 
is the real source of their distresses!—Now, this is 
not so strange as some may, at the first glance, be- 





lieve it, if we recollect that, for many years past, 


1000 acres of the richest land, if nobody werks it» 
or of a million in capital unemployed?—neither the 
land nor the capital can be made useful to the pos- 
sessor, but through labor; yet these are power- 
fil auxiliaries, perhaps indispensable properties, to 
give fullness to its product. But iabor is the first 
principle of wealth, and is the only thing on which 
we can make a calculation on an ocenusion like this. 
It is my deliberate opinion, after a careful exami- 
nation of the facts within my reach, that the aggre- 
gate of the /aboring classes in the United States is, 
at least, one-fourth more numerous than it 1s in Eng 
land. But it is, also, very true that the persons 
who form those clusses with us do not so generally 
labor, nor labor so much, as they do in England, 
when there is employment for them; and, besides, 
ihey have a greater extension of labor-suaving ma- 
chinery, with a more complete economy in business, 
than we have—and, therefore, the probability is, 
tat the British iabourers may produce guile as much, 
value, per annwir, as the American, though the lat- 
ter is so far the most numerous. Itis, also, very 
certain, that British labor affords articles for ex- 
port, after suppiving the home demand, far more 
valuable than those that we have, to spare: this 
arises, chiefly, from two causes—Ist. because the 
American laborer retains a much greater portion of 


‘his earnings for his own use; and, 2dly, because of 


poor Join Buli has always been looking adroad in- | the large amount bestowed on the clearing of new 

stead of attending to his affairs at home. One while! Jands, in the buiiding of new towns, and in accom- 
s ric at , : ro oe } * ‘ > -} « ™. : 5! ° . . < ~ . 

he was hugely tickled with the “Spanish patriots,” | plishing the thousands of things that belong to a 


the ‘Portuguese patriots” and other “patriots”’—!} new and vigorous country—and, as it is in these, 
and, Bonaparte, the arch-devil, always occupied his| perhaps, that labor is more productive of value than 
attention. ‘hen, afier a while, came the affair of | in any other way that it can be apphied, to increase 
Waterloo, and John threw up his hat and thought; the real wealth of a nation, we have a decided ad- 
that his troubles were at an end, though he smarted vantage over British labor, which mav be said, com- 
sorely for it, and saved himself only by accident, or! paratively, to have no such employments. But, on 
treachery, trom the most complete thrashing he} the whole, we may reasonably conclude that the 
ever received. But an increase of misery, instead} value produced by labor in the United States is, 
of a relief from exaction, alone remained for John;| at least, equal to the value, so produced, in Eng- 
and then his masters told him to never mind him-||and—and we may suy that there are six millions of 
self, but to look towards Algiers to see what a terri-|the labormg classes in each country, for the sake 
ble beating old England would give the barbarians./of the calculations that follow, which is conceding 
This amused him a little, but he saw neither profit/a great deal.* 

nor honor in that business; and, worn out by all sorts} a 

of means practised to keep him gaping aéroad, he; Gross population of the United States, 





now seems resolved to Jook into matters at /ome.| about, §,000,000 
le may be deceived again; and my conclusion is,! Deduct— 

that if he keeps in his present mood (as it isrepre-; For persons out of business, liv- _ 

sented to us in the newspapers) his drivers wili! ing on rents, dividends, &e. 75,900 
commence a fight with somebody, and kill off two! Civil officers of every descrip- 

or three hundred thousand men—just to divert him. | tion, the army and navy, and 

Its far better that England should be at war, than all persons receiving support 

that the prince regent, and the royal dukes, and the} for services rendcred tv the 

like, should be competied to earn their bread as! public, 40,000 

common men. | Clergy, lawyers, physicians, 12¥,U0V 


Universities, colleges & sciools, 6U0,Q000 
Paupers and beggars, subssuing 


The aggregate of the classes of productive labor- 
ers in the United States is much greater than it is inj 











England, with her miliiens of paupers and placemen, | on ihe pubile cliatty, 30,000 

and pensioners, including the army and navy, &c.| 865,008 
Argue the matter in any way, the result must be, | ~~ 
that on the quantity of dudor performed rests the | Productive classes, 83135,000 


resources of nauions at peace, and indeed, also, ge-| Q7Pit must be observed that the families, the wo. 
nerally, if at war. It is the only certain source of!men and children, are included im these estimates, 
Aavuonal wealth—4iations of noblemen could no more|after the manner of that celebrated statistical wri- 
C&ist than nations of Addlers. For of what use ts-ter, QGolgrrhern, whose statement, fer Pactand, is 
Vu. XI yy : 




















































































































| a; NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—SATURDAY, MARCH 22, 1817. 








th t } After some rough calculations, I have concluded |’[P'9 the editor—*“‘moderu antiquities,” 
i} that the whole amount of taxes, assessments and}qy following letter is from a gentleman of the so- 








yh | luties, dir indirectly paid by the people of] |. 2 . 
AGH the Oey actos her tan cient eink “fae ge. ciety of Friends, or Quakers. Though we have 
i 1 “paerssh SS rentcnciatn leaa apa ee personal acquaintance with him, we have 
| ncerak and state overs +: ca y am long been familiar with his excellent character 
township rates of every description, may be esti- ; jody 
i) ownship a aap Ae. The facts stated are very interesting; especially 
if mated at about or undez twenty five millions of dol-} 4, tending to establish the period when the call 
ei ay lars per annum—this takes in the payments for inée- Ser of ‘the sen 1 P Msstalative bedi : 
Ne NN ati 1 state debts; and contains in 5 See tee en ee ee eee 
‘i iN rest of the national and s ge (a very important measure, bringing the repre- 
By p it a surplus sufficient for the support of all the cler-|  contative immediately to the view of the ents 
+ Wet gy, &e. Any that will take the trouble to examine tuent) first be on ile hes been ‘Gonsll 4 

this will discover that [have probubly rated it high de ‘r - nt 


an American practice; but when or where first 
used is not vet, perhaps, ascertained. 

Respected citizen, 

In the 10th vol. page 336,1 observe the fol- 
lowing—*about the year 1683, or 1684, the legis- 
lature of Pennsylvania passed a resolution, that ne 
member thereof should come to the house barefoot, 
or cat his bread and cheese on the steps”—I know 
not where thee could have got the information, but 
believe it to be utterly false.* I have their votes and 
proceedings from the first to the revolutionary war, 
and Know it is not to be found in them; nor is it 
probable that there were steps to the house—the 


A enough. The amount, supposing our eigAt millions 
my iit | of productive classes as being only equal to the sia 
eine) millions in England, and rating them as six millions, 
3 requires an annual contribution of four dollars and 
jfificen cents from each, to answer all the purposes of 
hls government—and allowing one of every five of these 
By Hs) to be amale capable of earning a dollar a day, there 
Bett | is required of him a little more than twenty days ia- 
oA .| bor per annum. 
ae The expenditures of England (proper) may be 
wry thus roughly estimated— 
hig For the payment of the interest of the 


ihn national debt, civil list, army anc ; : 
. rent of it annually was iG. ‘for 9 
navy, &c. &e. ; ‘ « £60,000,000 : y was only £10—a rent for 24 


| i Vcd 6h 3 ate | ~~ 8'000,000 pe pice hha he eri even in those happy days 
hai a ; ; 5,060,000|°" ag zip y ry fi ugality. % 
bhi er dein . | 7 3,000,000] Members of assembly had at that time six shil- 
ty Q lings per diem—in 1683, the house met at 7 o’cloek 
£78.000.0001" the morning; in 1690, at 6 o’clock in the morning, 

Ps all present, and in 1693, at 5 o’clock in the morn- 
ing—if some of the information I give is not want- 
ed, it can do no injury and will be cheap.t 

In 1685, the first protest against the proceedings: 
of the house, was entered on their votes, or journal. 

In the same vol. I find that thee wishes to know, 
“when the practice of calling the yeas and nays in 
legislative bodies was first begun.” In 1745, the 
legislature of Pennsylvania were requested io en- 
ter the yeas and nays on the votes of the house— 
the request, it appears, was not granted. In 1754, 
is found the first instance of entering the yeas and 
nays on the said votes or journals. 

In 1722, paper money was first made in Pennsyl- 
vania, and agreed that it should be lent to the peo- 
ple m small sums at 5 per cent. interest, and repaid 
in installments—the interest accruing to the pro- 
vince; which almost supported the government. 
cA The issuing of paner money was (under Provi- 
| given beiow. Phe amounis are only guessed at; but,| dence) a greater benefit to the province than any 

perhaps, they are not far from the truth—certainly other act or proceeding ever had in it. How differ- 








— ee 
a I believe this is below the amount required. ‘The 
fast icem is entirely a guess. The aggregate is three 
a hundred and forty-six millions of doilzrs, per an- 
| num, or fifty-seven dollars sixty-seven cents for 
each person of the productive classes, or for every 
: raale, (as before, one in five of the whole popula- 
tion) two hundred and eighty-eight days labor per an- 
Pay! mum, at one dollar per day, without including the 
Bika) amount paid by dissenters for the support of their 
Tae churches, &c. 
" It is admitted, as a fact, by ministerial writers in 
England, that one half of the wages paid for lador is 
4 | seized, in one way or another’, by the government, and 
ie || from this statement, it appears undeniably that it 
| must be so. 
ieee . Let the American ponder on these things—and 
a find in them new motives to love his country and 
r : ih guard its institutions. 























he) not siHiciently so to affect a zeneral result. ent from the bank mania now so prevalent, and 
q awn f Gross population of England, including which will bring down ruin sooner or later. 
‘Lon the army and navy in all parts of the I am pleased to find so useful a book as thy Re- 
in world, 10,747,280} gister edited by a whie. 
a i ‘TDeduti— H.. Niles, edt. Reg. Baltimore. 
Sass Rovalty, nobility and gentry, 416,000 —————= 
P| “fe Civil officers, army, navy, half- _ ‘ 
Alt pay and pensioners, 1,036,000 Manufactures. 
4 | Naay | Clergy, law, physic, 281,000 iCopy ofa letter from the hon. Thomas R. Gold, .s 
a Universiues and schools, 567,937 | representative in congress from Oneida county, 
om Bali Paupers and beggars, 2,500,00 at a N. Y. to Charles Shaler, esq. dated 
| Nt —-~-- 4,820,937 Washineton, Feb, 21, 1816. 
yet d Drarn Sin—I have reid with much satisfaction 
; hi \ Productive classes, 5,926,343) the Pittsburg report on the subject of manufactures. 
LH These items are taken from Colquhoun, except — Ff 








in respect to the paupers—which ow is, probably,| *1I do not recollect where the article alluded to 
under the real amount estimated, by at least half a| first appeared. It was copied from some other pa- 
million. per, after running through the United States un- 
There ought, also, to be made a great deduction |contradicted; having been originally published as 
in the comparative amount of Jabor that the remain-|in apposition to some of the “blue laws” of the 
ing classes can contribute, from the fact that the ar- | New-England states. 
my and navy, wm allparts of the world, employs about| +The gentleman paid the postage of his letter 
$00,000 men: : fEntron 
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it discovers research; and that attention to the sub- 
ject, for want of which, it has suffered much. “Inve- 
terate prejudice is to be conquered, and the merits 
of the question unfolded to the public eye; this be- 
ing done, the contest is at an end. 

It has been a settled course with Englishmen to 
hold up to America bugbears to deter from manufac- 
turing. Her writers on political economy insist that 
industry should be left to its own course, and go- 
vernment take no part, while her legislators have) 
swelled the statute book with regulations on trade. 
‘Those writers proclaim manufacturing destructive 
to the human constitution! while her historians and 
war annalists proclaim the British arms, hotwith- 
standing all their manufactures, as invincible, as 
unpalsied by manufactures. In fine; Britain’s 
creed is short: to manufacture for the whole world 
nud suffer no nation to manufactnre for her; and fam 
sorry to see too many Americans bending them- 
selves to British policy. It is impossible to shut our 
eyes on the fact, and it is time for every friend to 
his country to rouse himself and diffuse an Ameti- 
can spirit. 

Would our own government do for manufactures 
one half Great Britain has done for hers, to raise 
them to the present pinacle, we might soon bid de- 
fiance to all the efforts to crush our establishments. 

Based as our government is on popular feeling, I 
behold with pleasure that manufactures are becom- 
ing the peoplte’s cause, and I will never believe 
that the people will manifest less wisdom and at- 
tachment to manufactures than what we now witness 
in the continental kingdoms of Europe. Great as 
their obligations are to Great Britain, those govern- 
ments are not disposed to sacrifice to English ma- 
nufactures the interests of their own kingdoms. 

J} am, sir, very sincerely, yours. 


HRIEF REMARK BY THE EDITOR. 

The preceding is one of the most pithy and best 
pointed things we ever saw on the important sub- 
yect to which it refers, and contains a volume for 
yeflection. We trust that the cause of manufactures 
will be made the “people’s cause”—for the home 
feeling, about which we have said so much, gathers 
siren¢th every day; not only because it is right in 
itself; but also because every day furnishes some 
new inducement or necessity for it. 

The “Pittsburg report” alluded to is a very able 
one in every respect. We have it on our files for 
publication, and it shall be inserted in the Register 
when we have furnished the public documents we 
believe it needful to publish. 


EO EE RE 


Laws of the United States. 


An act more effectually to preserve the neutral re- 
lations of the United States. 

Ste it enacted by the senate and house of represen- 
tutives of the United States of America, in congress 
assembled, ‘That if any person shall, within the li- 
mits of the United States, fit out and , "m, or aitempt 
to fitout and arm, or procure to be fitted out and 
armed, or shall knowingly be concerned in the fur- 
nishing, fitting out or arming of any such ship or 
Yesse} with intent that such ship shail be employed 
in the service of any foreign prince or state, or of 





any -olony, district or people, to cruise or commit, 
hostilities, or to aid or co-operate in any warlike 
measure whatever against the subjects, citizens or | 
preperty of any prince or state, or of any colony, 
district or people with whom the United States 


are at peace, every such person so offending shall, | 
Upon-convictton, be adjudged gufiity of a high mis- 


demeanor, and shall be punished and imprisoned 
at thediscretion of the court in which the corvic- 
tion shall be had, so as the fine to be imposed, 
shall in no case, be more than ten thousand dollars, 
and the term of imprisonment shall not exceed ten 
years; and every such ship or vessel, with her tuc- 
kle, apparel and furniture, together with all mz 
terials, arms, ammunition and stores, which may 
have been procured for the building and equipment 
thereof, shall be forfeited, one half to the use of 
any person who ahall give information, and the other 
half to the use of the United States. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacteil, That the own- 
ers of all armed ships, sailing out of the ports cf 
the United States, and owned wholly or in part by 
citizens thereof, shal] enter into bond to the United 
States, with sufficient sureties, prior to clearing 
out the same, in double the amount of the value of 
the vessel and cargo on board, including her arma+ 
ment, that the said ship or vessel shail not be em- 
ployed by such owners, in cruising or committing 
hostilities or in aiding or co operating in any war- 
like measure against the subjects, citizens or pro- 
perty of any prince or state, or of any colony, dis- 
trict or people with whom the United States are at 
peace. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enactéd, That the col: 
lectors of the customs be, and they are hereby res- 
pectively authorised and required to detain any ves- 
sel manifestly built for warlike purposes and sbout 
to depart from the United States, of which the car- 
go shall principally consist of arms and munitions of 
war, when the number of men shipped on boar, 
or other circumstances, shall render it probable 
that such vessel is intended to be employed by the 
owner or owners to cruise or commit hostilities 
upon the subjects, citizens or property ofany prince 
or state, or of any colony, distric: or people, with 
whom the United States are at peace, until tre 
decision of the president be had thereupon, or 
until the owner enters into bond, and sureties to the 
United States, prior to clearing out the same, in 
double the amount of the value of the vessel and 
cargo on board, including her armament, that the 
said ship of vessel shall not be employed by the 
owner or owners, in cruising or committing hostili- 
ties, or aiding or co-operating in any warlike mea- 
sure against the subjects, citizens or property of 
any prince or state, or of any colony, district or 
people, with whom the United Statics are at 
peace. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That if any per- 
son shall within the territory or. jurisdiction of tie 
United States, increase or augment, or procure 
to be increased or augmented, or shall be knowine- 
ly concerned in increasing, or augmenting the force 
of any ship of war, cruiser, or other armed vesse!, 
which at the time of her arrival within the United 
States, was a ship of war, cruiser, or armed vessel, 
in the service of a foreign prince, or state, or of an 
culony, district or people, or belonging to the sub- 
jects or citizens of any such prince, state, colony, 
district or people, the same being at war with any 
foreign prince or state, with whom the United 
States are at peace, by adding to the number or 
size of the guns of such vessels prepared for use, 
or by the addition thereto of any equipment, sole. 
ly applicable to war, every sueh person, so ottend. 
ing, shall upon conviction be a:'judged guiliy of a 
misdemeanor, and shall be fined, and imprisoned 


lat the discretion of the court in whicli te convic- 


tion shall be had, so as that such fines shall not 


;exceed one thousand dollars, nor the term of if. 


prisonment be more than ore your. 
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' Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That this act/taken in one state, to be delivered in another states 
shall continwe in force for. the termoftwo years. | Provided, That it shall not be paid, on any ship 
H. CLAY, | or vessel having a licence to trade between the dif- 
Speaker of the house of representatives. |fcrent districts of the United States, or to carry on 
JOHN GAILLARD, the bank or whale fisheries more than once a year: 
| President of the senate, pro tempore. |.dd provided also, That if the owner of any such ves- 

March 3, 1817.—Appioved, sel or his agent, shall prove to the satisfaction of the 

JAMES MADISON. [cbdilector, that three fourths at least of the crew 
ia ithereof are American citizens, or persons not the 
An act concerning the navigation of the United subjects of any foreign prince or state, the duty to 

States. be paid in such case shall be only at the rate 
Be it enacted by the senate and house of representa-|of six cents per ton; but nothing in this section shall 
tives of the United States of America, in congress as-|be construed to repeal or affect an exemption from 
semdled, That after the thirtieth day of September |tonnage duty given by the eighth section of the act, 
nex!. no goods, wares, or merchandise shall be im-/entitled “An act to provide for the establishment of 
poried into the United States from any foreign port }certain districts,” and therein to amend an act enti- 
or place, except in vessels of the United States, or in 'tled “An act to regulate the collection of duties on 
such foreign vessels as truly and wholly belong to the imports and tonnag‘e, and for other purposes.” 
citizens, or subjects, of that country of which the} Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That after the 
goods are the growth, production, or manufacture; thirtieth day of September next, there shall be paid 
or from which such goods, wares, or merchandise|upon every ship or vessel of the United St»tes, 
can only be, or most usually are, first shipped for/ which shall be entered in the United States, from 
transportation: Provided, nevertheless, That this re-|any foreign port or place, unless the officers and 
gulation shail not extend to the vessels of any fo-|at least two thirds of the crew thereof shall be prov- 
reign nation which has not adopted, and which shall/ed citizens of the United States, or persons not the 
Not adopt, a similar regulation. subjects of any foreign prince or state, to the satis- 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all goods, | faction of the collector, fifty cents per ton: 2nd pro- 
wares, or merchandise, imported into the United! vided also, That this section shall not extend to ships 
States contrary to the true intent and meaning of|or vessels of the United States, which are now on 
this act, and tie ship or vessel, wherein the samej foreign voyages, or which may depart from the Uni- 
shall Be imported, together with her cargo, tackle,| ted States, prior to the first day of May next, until 
apparel, and furniture, shall be forfeited to the Uni-| after their return to some port of the United States. 
ted States; and such good, wares, or merchandise,| Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the several 
ship, or vessel, and cargo, shall be liable to be sei-| bounties or remissions, or abatements of duty allow- 
zed, prosecuted, and condemned, in like manner,| ed by this act, in the cose of « vessels having a cer- 
and under the same regulations, restrictions and | tain proportion of seamen, who are Amcrican citi- 
provisions, as have been heretofore established for) zens, or persons not the subjects of any foreign pow- 
the recovery, collection, distribution and remission! er, shall be allowed only in the case of vessels hav- 
of forfeitures to the United States by the several re-! ing such proportion of American seamen during their 
venue laws. whole voyage, unless in case of sickness, death or 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That after the|desertion, or where the whole or part of the crew 
thirtieth duy of September next, the bounties andj shall have been taken prisoners in the voyage. 
wllowance now granted by law to the owners of} H CLAY 
boats or vessels, engaged in the fisheries, shall be} Speaker of the house of representatives 
paid only on boats or vessels, the officers and at least | JOHN GAILLARD, 
three fourths of the crews of which shall be proved to President of the senate pro tempore. 
the satisf..ction of the colléctor of the district where} March 1, 1817.—Approved, 
such boat or vessel sh:ll belong, to be citizens of the 
United States, or persons not the subjects of any 
freig.: prince or state. 

Sec. 4. Aid be it further enacted, That no goods, 
wares, or merchandise, shall be imported, under} 
penalty of forfeiture thereof, from one port of the| 
United States to.another port of the United States, | Gentlemen of the senate, and house of representatives, 
in a vessel belonging wholiy or in part to a subject} It will no doubt be highlr gratifying to you, that 
of any foreign power; but this clause shall not be/your first meeting at the permanent seat of govern. 
constrned to. prohibit the sailing of any foreien ves-| ment, uncer the dispensation of a Divine providehce, 
sel from one to another port of the United Srates,'should be attended with many favorable cifcum- 
provided no goods, wares, or merchandise, other stances. With a few exceptions the whole world 
than those imported in such vessel from some foreign |ts now treed from the turmoil and desolation of war, 
port, and whicly shall not have been unladen, shail aud restored ta a state of tranquility and comfort; 
be carvied from one port or place to another in Uie and even where war does exist, we find a people 
Uniied States. strugling to establish that independence and liber- 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That after the ty, which our forefathers, afver similar efforts, esta- 
thirtieth day of Septembernext, there shall be paid) biished in this our happy country. 

As neighbors, inhabiting the same continent, en- 


a duty of fifty cents per ton upon every ship or ves-| 
sel of the United States which shall be éntcred in aittUed by every principle of justice to self govern- 
district in one state, from adistrict in another state,/ment, the people of South America merit our best 








JAMES MADISON. 

















Legislature of Ohio. 
GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. 
f Accidentally omitted, here! ofore} 





except it be an adjoining state on the sea coast, or | wishes, 
on a navigable river or lake, and except also it bea; Our country generally, but particularly the state 
‘oasting vessel going from Long Island, in the state |of Ohio, has been highly favoured. 
of New York, to the state of Rhode isiand or from; We buve been blessed with hesith; and although 
Nn appeared more. unpromising than any 


the state of Rhode Island, to the said Long Island,| the scausy 


i 


ifhving on beard goods, wares, and merchandise, | 


}, ~ *a~ 5 ‘4 ' ‘ * a . 1, hes 
before exrertenecd, yet the earth brought forth he 
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fruits in abundance, not only for our own supply. 
but enough for the immense increase of population, 
and even a large excess for exportation. These, with 
many other blessings which we enjoy in an eminent 
degree give that Almighty Being from whom they 
all proceed, the highest claim to our most sincere 
and thankful acknowledgments. 

Ohio posesses advantages that will, by the appli- 

cation of proper means, enable it to become a great 
agricultural and mant afacturing® state; and from the 
excellence of its soil and climate, perhaps no tract 
of country of the same extent on the globe i is Capa- 
ble of supporting a greater population. T! his is now 
increasing beyond any former example, and no 
doubt at this time exceeds half a million. 

Such gentlemen, is the country, and its growing 
population which you now represent, and whose 
present prosperity and future destinies are mea- 
surable committed to vour care and guidance. 


‘he stations which have been assigned to you, 
gentlemen, ere no less responsible than honorable. 





A wide field is open for the exercise of the talents, 
patriotism, and industry which will be found ip your} 
honorable body, and the present state of the coun-| 
try will claim your porticular attention. The im-| 
mence importation and consequent consumption of 
articles of foreign manufacture since the war, with 
other causes connected with the suspention of spe- 
cie payments and the restrictive system adopted by 
the banking institutions; the disadvantages in the 
course of exchange with the Atlantic states; and the 
uncertainty of the paper currency of the conntry, 
have, altogether, »roduced a scarcity of circulating 
medium, a state of embarrassment, inconvenience, 
and loss to the country seldom experienced. 

Most of these evils will be done away by the 
adoption of economy and industry on the part of 
the community at large, aided by such wise legis- 
jative regulations as you, gentlemen, coming from 
every part of the state, with an intimate know- 
ledge of the wants and interests of your constitu- 
ents, may think proper to adopt. 

Among the objects which claim your p:rrticular 
attention, are the public schools and the means of 
improving the mind of the rising generation, the 
navigable rivers and the public roads of the state. 

The opportunity of acquiring an education in 
Ohio, has hitherto been confined to the few; and as 
a general dissemination of learning necessarily con- 
duces to the improvement of morals and behavior, 
whilst, in effect, it gives to the people a more ex- 
tensive knowledge of their rights, it becomes the 
legislature of a free state to adopt measures co- 
extensive with their means to accomplish these 
objects. 

The navigable rivers and public roads, as the 
means of conveying the surplus produce of the 
country to market, are of the first importance to 
the state. Notwithstanding the great fertility of 
our soil, if the surplus produced from it, beyond 
our own consumption, does not command a a. price 
sufficient to reward the husbandman, the spring to 
industry i is in a great measure destroy ed. 

Ohio abounds ia beautiful and useful navigable 
rivers; these, however, require artificial aid to ren-| 
der their n: wigation safe; besides, many of them} 
are almost entirely obstructed by mill dams, which, 
wander proper regulations, and with efficient locks 
and slopes, might facilitate the navigation, but, 
without, may be strictly considered public nui 
sances, 

I recommend to your consideration the propriety 
of levying such a tax on the lands of the countries 


throwrs which the several navigable stream? pas& 
as will be sufficient to render the navirn‘ten of 
them more safe and certain, and that the same be 
expended under the authority of a board of com- 
missioners appointed for that purpose, or sch other 
authority as you may deem politic and proper. 

The great advantages derived by the community 
at large from good roads, is self-evident. They 
promote convenience and facilitate intercourse; they 
give an additional value to the adjacent lands, and 
at all times increase the wealth of the country. 

Jn proportion to the fertility of soil, is the diffi- 

culty generally of improving the roads, especially 
if the country be level, A great proportion of this 
state is thus situated, and hence much more labor 
is required in eg Pe the roads in repair, than 
where the graund is more nneven and less fertile. 

It is evident, from past experience, that the pre- 
sent system for making and improving the roads, is 
defective, and does not produce that result which 
the best interests of the state require. The ad- 
vantage to the landholder, through or near whose 
‘land a good road passes,. greatly exceeds the incon- 
siderable sum required of him in taxes. I therefore 
recommend to your consideration a revision of the 
present road laws, aud that such a system of taxa- 
tion be adopted as will best suit the different parts 
of the state, and which, together with sich propor- 
tion of personal labor as may be deemed necessary, 
will put and keep the roads in best repair. 


The manner of expending the three per cent. of 
the net proceeds of the sale of public lands in Ohio, 
seems to be universally condemned; and experience 
has proved io every reflecting mind, that a better 
disposition may be made of it. Firmly persuade. 
of this, 1 again recommend to the consideration ot 
the levis): iture the propriety of confining its en 
diture to the leading roads of the state, and, for 
that purpose, recommend the incorporation of com- 
panies, authorised to make permanent roads in such 
cirections through the state, as will best promote 
the general interest thereof; and that the legisla- 
ture take, for the benefit of the state, such propor 
tion of the capital stock as may be deemed proper 
to be paid out of the three per cent. fund; always 
applying the proceeds of such stock in like manner. 

I am persuaded, gentlemen, that at a time so 
favorable as the present, the internal improvement 
of the state, generally, will receive your particular 
attention. The amount received from the people 
in taxes, properly applied in this way, is returned 
to them with a compound interest, and their good 
sense will always lead them to approve such a 
course. Itis the improper application or waste, by 
false economy, of public monies, of which the 
people have a right to complain. It is mistaken 
economy to refrain from taxing the community, 
when these taxes can be applied in the most profita- 
ble manner to their advantage. Under these con- 
siderations, I recommend to your consideration the 
propriety of continuing the present rate of taxation 
on lands, even if the direct tax of the United States 

should be discontinued, and that the surplus of the 





revenue, beyond the ordinary expence of the govern- 
ment, be applied towards making such substantial 
and per manent improvements as the le; gislature shall 
\direct. 

The people of Indiana have formed a constitu- 
tion, and become a sovereign independent staté, 
and no doubt will be firm supporters of the rights, 
liberties, and union of the general government.— 
The constitution they have adopted in most of its 





provisions is very similar to our own, and IJ fee 
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hichly gratified that they have in the most unquali- 
fied manner prohibited slavery. From a similarity 
in our civil institutions, soil and climate, our habits, 
manners and customs will be nearly the same, which 
affords the best security for the most lasting har- 
mony, between the two states. 

The beauty and advantage of the site fixed on as 
the permanent seat of government of the state are 
more apparent as it progresses in improvement. You 
miy for the presen. be subjected to some incon- 
veriiences, but from the fertility of the surrounding 
country and the extraordinary improvements made 
since iis estxblisi:ment, there is every reason to ex- 
pect that ina short time the growth of the towm 
wil! remedy these inconveniences. 

Having set that example of piety to God, in- 
tern‘y, industry, harmony and economy in dis 
charge of the important duties committed to you, 
which your fellow citizens bave a right to expect 
an’ your stations in society require at your hands, 
and having implored the blessings of that Almighty 
Being who governs the universe, on the result of 
your labours, you will return to your homes; with 
the pleasing reflection of having used all the means 
in your power to promote the best interests of your 
constituents, and will carry with you the highest 
claims to their approbation. 

I sincerely hope that this your first session at the 
permanent seat of government may be attended 
with the most beneficial consequences to the good 
people of the state, and be held up as an example 


worthy the imitation of future legislatures. It will 


afford me the most sincere pleasure to co-operate 
with you in every measure tending to promote 
the welfare and happiness of the inhabitants of the 
state. 
T. WORTHINGTON. 
CcOLUMBts, vEc. 5, 1816. | 





-- ee 


Legislature of Virginia. 

The foilos ing address to the president of the Uni- 
ted States passed the house of delegates on the 
day of its date, 99 to 19, and was unanimously con- 
curred in by the senate. . 

To James Madison, president of the United States. 
lticumonn, (Va.) Feb. 21, 1817. 
Srn,—At the moment when you are about to lay 
down the power with which the voluntary suffrages 
of an enlightened country have invested you, and to 
ret:'r. to ‘hai peaceful calm, which your devotion to 
the public service has hitherto denied you, the ge- 
neral assembly of Virginia cannot forbear to ten- 
der vou in behalf of the good people of your native 
state, a brief expression of their esteem, their con- 
fidence, and their cordial wishes for your future 
happiness. | 
The present prosperous condition of the Ameri- 
can republic, sheds a greater lustre on your admi- 
nistration, from the difficulties and embarrassments 
which encountered you at the outset, and which 
per'inacionsiy attended you through the greater 
ar: of the same eventful period. When you enter- 
ed on the duties of your high office, you found the 
two great rival powers of Europe in their unprinci. 
pled eff:rtsyat mutual annoyance, trampling on our 
dearest principles and violating our most indisputa- 
bie rights. The policy which we adopted im pre- 
ference to war, for which we were so ill prepared, 
and by which we must so greatly suffer, though it 

inflicted some punishment on our adversaries, did, 

also of necessity, inflict the severest sufferings on 

ourselves: And when at length the utmost point of 


‘orbearence was. reached, and your countrymen in.” 


dignantly appealed to arms, they encountered, withi- 
out an ally or auxiliary, the nation of all others, to 
whose power they were most vulnerable. 

The glorious events of that conflict are fresh in 
the minds, and deep in the hearts of all. What- 
ever may be the difference of opinion on the policy 
of war—however humanity and patriotism may de- 
plore some of its disasters, every candid mind must 
admit that it affords abundant cause of national joy 
and exultation. It has taught us many valuable les- 
sons in the science of government, by observation 
and experience, the only sure tests of political the- 
ory. It has proved to a doubting world that this 
confederation of republics, cemented only by the 
ties of love and common interest, can stand the rude 
shock of war—of war, too, made against the consent 
of a numerous, a zealous, and a compact minority. 
It has called forth a fervor of patriotism, which is 
at once the surest proof of the beneficence of our 
government and the best guard of its safety. The 
achievments of your gallant countrymen, by land 
and on the ocean, will make your administration a 
proud era in the annals of these states. They have 
given us our proper rank and character among the 
nations of the earth; have covered the American 
name with the glory of such solidity, that the pass- 
ing current of time will but serve to increase its 
brightness. 

‘The storm has passed away, and we are left with 
a serener sky and a purer atmosphere, to grow, to im- 
prove, to cherish those arts, which can give comfort 
or embellishment to human lite—and to enjoy, under 
the favor of heaven, the noble fruits of that govern- 
ment, which your wisdom contributed to for:n, your 
eloquence recommended to the confidence of your 
countrymen, and which your integrity and talents 
have so often, and so signally aided in carrying inte 
successful operation. 

In a few days, you, sir, like ourselves, will have 
surrendered up the power which has been entrusted 
to you, and return to the station of a private citi- 
zen. In that station, your example will still teach 
a most sulutary lesson to your conutry; and as your 
exaltation to the chair of state, has shewn that ge- 
nius and talents, and virtue, are not the less appre- 
ciated for the veil which modesty has thrown around 
them, so it will be found that when divested of the 
splendor and power of office, you will continue to 
enjoy that richest reward of every generous mind, 
the affections and applause of a just and grateful 
people. Partaking of these sentiments in common 
with those we represent, in the honest language of 
truth, we tender you our thanks for your long and 
faithful services, our admiration of your talents, our 
confidence in your integrity and devotion to the na- 
tional welfare, and our ardent wish, that still illu- 
mining the public mind with the lights of your 
wisdom and experience, you may in health and hap- 
piness live many years an ornament and benefactor 
of your country. 

Resolved by the general assembly of Virginia, That 
the governor of this commonwealth be requested 
to transmit, on behalf of the said general assem- 
bly, a copy of the preceding address to James Madi- 
son, the president of the United States. 
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On Indian Affairs. 


A letter addressed to the committee appointed on 
so much of the president’s message, as relates 
to Indian affairs, by the superintendent of Indian 
trade. 

Office of the Indian Trade, Georgetv-wn, Dec. 14, 1816. 





Sin.—t haye had the hanor of recejying your iet- 
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th - ter of yesterday, wherein, “according to the instruc-| which is counterfeit paper. One of the respectable 
to tions given you by the committee to whom was re- delegates from the Creek nation, now here,showed 

ferred so much of the president’s message as re-}; me a parcel of this counterfeit paper money, a few 
mn lates to the amelioration of the condition of the} ‘lays ago, which he had received as genuine. 
at. Indian tribes, you call upon me for any information| I have referred to these impositions, hoping that 
cy that I may possess, in relation to the particular|suitable checks may be devised, which shall lessen, 
le- situations; and for a plan, if any has been thought iP they do not destroy, the almost boundless extent 
ist of, best calculated to effect the humane object re-|to which they are now carried. They are called 
Oy commended to congress.” ‘ for, as well to secure the Indians in the enjoyment 
2g. I have the honor to state, in reply, that, so far as} of their rights, as to allay the vengeance which this 
on I have been able during the short period of my|system of fraud cannot but excite in them against 
1e- superintendence of this department, to gather in-j even the likeness of their despoilers. 
1is formation respecting the particular situation of the} Well organized ageucies, and trading houses, 
he Aborigines of our country, it appears to me, to|appear to me to be amongst the best means for the 
de remain nearly the same with that of the former|management of the Indian tribes, whether in peace 
nt periods of their history, excepting those tribes that|or war; and if those which have heretofore been es- 
vy. inhabit the portions of country bordering on our tablished, and those which are now inactual opera- 
is frontier settlements and those that have for a longer) tion, have not produced, and do not produce a more 
ur period been engaged in commerce with the United | visible alteration in their manner of life; and if the 
he States’ trading houses. trap and the spear are not yet exchanged more 
nd The same devotion to the chace, and all those} generally for the hoe and the plough: yet I am not 
1a irregular habits, which from the beginning charac-| prepared to admit that this is o-ving to any radical 
ve terised the sons of our forests, yet predominate—/ defect in the system itself, but rather to the checks 

he & Still, however, there is no evidence of the existence| that have retarded the activity of its effects; to a 

an of any principles in their nature, that might not be| want of its enlargement; and to the omission of 

$S- corrected by an enlarged and liberal policy, and|what I conceive to be an important auxiliary, and 
its this opinion is founded in the exception already! which I will presently refer to. 
taken to those tribes, who, from their proximity to} It must be admitted, that if the policy pursued 

th the settlements of the whites, have learned those| by the government have not produced marks of a 

m- lessons which form the elements of a transition from| more civilized character (and it has not been en- 

rt a savage, to a civilized state. Those Creeks for|tirely without success in that point of view) it has 

er example, who reside on Cha-ia-how-chee, near fort|subserved the great principles of Aumanity and 

n- Mitchill, and eastward to Flint river, cultivate the} justice. Without its interference, and aid, articles 

ur soil with considerable success; and many of them|of the first neeessity must have been dispensed 

iur are clad in cloth, manufactured by themsclves.—|with by those indians who have been served with 
its ‘The same may be said of the Cherokees andjthem. Or, possessed by them at all, they must 
to Chickasaws. Those of the Chawanoes and Dela-|have been proeured under circumstances of the 

ware tribes that resort to St. Louis to trade are|most oppressive character, and which would cer- 
ve mostly attired as we are; and by their conduct and | tainly exist, were the aborigines dependent for 
ed manner of transacting business, furnish satisfactory) their supplies, upon the unchecked avarice of pri- 
ti- evidence, as well in behalf of their tractableness,|yate traders. Nor is this all—the respectability 
ch under even this sort of initiatory discipline as of|and intellgence of the agents and factors; their at- 
ur their capacity for the pursuits of civil life. But in|tachment to our government and country; and the 

-€- all cases of advancement, whether it relates to thejinterest they take in whatever tends to the securi- 

@. cultivation of the soil, or to manufacturing, we may |\ty of our frontier citizens, all serve to breath an in- 

id trace their contiguity to, and intercourse with the| fluence, which, when exercised in the indian set- 

he whites. tlements, counteracts much of the evil that would 

to The benevolent policy which organized this de-! otherwise result, as well from the excitements oc- 

d, partment, through which articles of the first ne |casioned by the conduct of private traders, as from 

ul cessity are sent to the Indian tribes, so far at least|the machinations of disaffected and designing men. 

yn as they are embraced by the number of trading|The very calling of a factor is conciliatory in its 
of houses now established, and which are furnished} tendency—and the representations of agents are of. 

id to them in their own country, at an advance on} ten required to cool the inflamable materials, thrown 

ir their original cost, sufficient only to cover the ex-|in amongst the indians, wether by accident or de- 

a pence of transportation: and given at those rates injsign. United they cannot fail to promote those 

1 exchange for their furs, and peltries, and what-|friendly relations which it is so desirable should 

ar ever else of a merchantable nature they have to|be kept up with our border neighbors 

p- | dispose of, and for which a fair valuation is allowed,| This view of the subject is sustained by the pa- 

x although it may not have produced a change, tojcific disposition manifested among those tribes that 
an extent as great as might have been expected as|have a more constant intercourse with the whites 

at it respects their manner of life, yet it is manifest|and with the factories, above that which exists among 

d that greater benefits would have resulted to them|those whose settlements are beyond the reach of 

i. from this policy even in this view of the subject,|this influence. 

. but for the countervailing influence of avaricious} From this it may be inferred, that to increase 
traders, whose object is gain, and with many the|the number of agencies and factories, by extending 
means of acquiring it are perfectly indiferent.) them farther to the north, and to the west, would 
Those,men, aware of the propensity of the Indians,}be to promote these pacific dispasitions, and serve 
make the intoxicating beverage a leading article in|the great object of hamuanity. 

ii the supplies, by which the Indian is first debaucied.| LE would recommend therefore, as a part of a plan 

ss hlUgl and then plundered, oy if the traders offer payment; which is in my opinion well “calculated to effect 

in at all, it is at such rates as they sliall fix; and thena|the humane objects recommended to congress,” an 
it is often made in spurious money, nor is it unusual] increase of the number of factories, which, in pro- 





b. forthe respectable and sober Indians to be defrauded portion to the extent that it may be tho’t proper 
. by their having passed upon them for genuine, that'to carry them, will require a correspondent appro 





Sie te 


at 


ayy 


] 








56 NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—SATURDAY, MARCH 22, 1817. ~ 








priation— the capital now employed ‘being ouly|reasonably be expected to flow to the nations of our 


sufficient to sustain the trade already established 


.| forests—unless indeed they are made of materi:t!s 


For a detailed account of the forms, including | different from those, out of which it has pleased 
the mole of accounting at this office; a state of its] God to construct the rest of the human family. 


funds, and for the principles in general which go 


. If this auxiliary be adopted and, I recommend 


vern it, I beg leave to refer you to a report made jit with a full conviction of its success, I would re- 


to the honorable the secretary of war by my pre 


-jspecfully suggest that the Lancastrian meede of in. 


decessor, and which accompanied that gentleman’s {structed be adopted, as well on account of its sim- 
able exposition of Indian affairs, to the United |plicity, as its economy. Universal experience hav- 


States’ senate at its last session. 


ing proved the superior facility with which it com- 


The funds remain, in amount, much the same as} Municates the first principles of learning. 


they were at that time—they will vary in their re 


The present appears to be atime peculiary favor. 


suls, when these shall be known only as the prices |®ble for a generous exertion in behalf of the Abo- 


whic!: I may be able to obtain for the furs, and pel 
tries, & may be more or less, than the cost of mer 


rigines of our country. “Che war spirit slumbers, 
.jand the peacefulness of the calm prevades even our 


chandize given in exchange for them since that |forests. But amidst this scene of general tranquili- 


period. 


‘y—and which the citizens of America enjoy with 


The factories at that time were eight in number |such peculiar fecility, how comfortless remains tlie 


—they remain so now, and all except two are ot 
the same scites—That at Natchitoches has been re 
moved nine miles above tiat post, on Red river 


,;condition, and how cheerless the anticipations of 
.|those unfortunate people! Pained at the recollec- 
,| ion of the past; disheartened at the prospect of the 


arid that at fort Micthell, on the Cha-ta-how-chee |fiuiure; shut out by a destiny which they had no hand 


river, and in the midst of the Coweta and Cussetal 


)}18 Creating, from all that is deemed great and good 


towns, immediately at the intersection of the two|«Mongst men, they feel themselves yet wrapped in 


leading roads to the southern territory. 
At present they stand thus: 
Ist. Fort Micthili—Georgia. 


the gloom of their native forests, and sre left to 
mourn over the severity of their fate! 
What consolation would mingle with the cup of 


2d. Chickasaw—At the Chickasaw Bluffs, Mis-| their bitterness, were they roused from this distress- 


Sissippi territory. 
3d. Fort Confederation—on the Tombigbee river 


lng reverie, to witness a display of an enlargenec 
and liberal policy, ordained in their behalf! Hope, 


4th. Fort Osage—on the Missouri, near the | that never failing friend to man, however rayless it 


mouth of Osage river. 


has been to them for the past, would iighten up their 


5th. Prairie du Chien—on the Missisippi, near |P8ospects for the future; and if any thing could vie 


the mouth of the Ouisconsin river. 


with the pleasure it would impart to them, it would 


6th. Late at Natchitoches—now nine miles above|Pe the gratifying reflections of those who might 


that villase—scite not named. 
7th. Green bay—Green bay of lake Michigan. 
8th. Ciicagro—lake Michigan. 


The great ability displayed in the report of the 


Jate secretary of war, as above referred to, super. 
cedes the necessity of my detaining you with a de 


contribute to the relief of so much wretchedness. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
THO, L. M’ KENNEY, 
S. I. Trade. 
Weare authorised to state, that a biil upon libe- 
ral principles, was presented by the committee to 


tailed plan for the amelioration of the condition of the house , but, owing to the press of business at 


the Indian iribes. Icannoi forbear however, accord- 
ing to my purpose, heretofore expressed, to sug- 
gest, in addition to the views taken by that gentle. 
man, the advantages that would in my opinion re- 
sult from the establis!:ment of public schools in the 
Indian settlements. However ineffectual this means 
of instruction might be, in its operation on the 


the close of the session, it could noi be finally acted 
on. 





Foreign Articles. 
ENGLAND, &C. 


Meetings are holding throughout the three king- 
doms in favor of parliamentary reform. The minis- 


adult Indians, the rising generations weuld insensi-|try, expecting a severe opposition at the ensuing 


biy imbibe from such a scource of improvement, and 


session of parliament, have issued circulars to all 


transmit them to their successors, those ingredients |¢ieir members, ordering their attendance! 


without which it seems impossible, with any thing 


The fog was so thick in London, on the eighth of 


Jike human exertion, to teach them a knowledge of} /anwary, for several hours, that all the shops were 


or make them familiar with (at least in any reason- 
able time) the excellent principles of our govern. 
meut; the ties which unite and bind society toge- 
ther, with the great advantages of that state over 
that of the savege, or impress them with the impor- 
tance of the.observance of those great moral lessons, 
in the practice of which results so much securii: 


and happiness to man. To impart a knowledge of 


those principles to the aboriginies of our country, 
would be an advantage to the United States, exceed. 
ed only by that which would result to them. Ou 

of these elements a foundaiton miglit be prepsred 
on which to place the great axiom of human bappi- 
ness. Make a path in the desert by the agenry of 
schools of instruction and the holy docirine—* as 
ye would that man should do unto you, do ye even so 
to them,” will soon follow and consequenees, sinilar 
to those which this kind of teaching has produced 
in ali those parts of the known worid where the eie- 

yents for its admission have been prepared, might 


lighted as in the night. It was a day of darkness 
and mourning, for the batile of Orleans. 

The public meetings of the people at Bristol, 
Bath, &c. held to petition for a reform of parlia- 
ment, were attended by large bodies of troops under 
arms—and besides, all the “‘loyal” were sworn in as 
special constables!—What a state of things is this! 
The prince regent of England has directed, that 
in future, all the vessels in the navy shall be dis- 
tinguished by the number of guns and carronades 
they actually mount, and not according to the erro- 
neous denominations which had long ago grown into 
use. 

The Waterloo subscription now amounts to about 
£415,000. Itis expected that this sum will be fur- 
ther increased. 

The Cornish miners are represented to be m the 
most deplorable condition. 

The poor-tax in Birmingham averages 6/. for every 
house—of 18,000 houses 1,500 are uninhabited. 
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Bublin.—The population of Dublin as csiumated 
at 200,000 sonis. It has been ascertained that no 
less than 74,000 of these are “absolute beggars, liv- 
ing upon the bounty of the charitable.” These fucts 
ure stated ina late public speech, at a meeting in that 
city, about the poor—and the speaker adds—“If the 
eye is directed to other parts of the kingdom, a 
similar, and perhaps worse, condition of things, will 
be seen. Nor is distress confined to those who are 
called the lower order. There ‘is nothing now so 
common in our streets, as persons begging, whom 
the highest amongst us, would not, at one time, be 
ashamed to recognize as 2cquaintances and friends.’ 

Since the 4th of June, 1814, the British army has 
lost, in the field, or by natural deaths, no fewer than 
sixty-three general oficers—viz. 

GENERALS. 
William, lord Howe, James Stewart, 
Wm. marquis of Lothian,'John White, 
Hon. Wm. Gordon, Wm. Macarinick, 
Robert Prescott, James Stewart, 
Hon. Wm. Hervey, Alexander Mercer, 
Thomas Biand, pen M'Kenzie, 
Watson Powell, John Dickson, 
Charles Leigh, Miles Stavely, 
‘}’. Stanwix, Thomas Murray, 
Grice Blackney, Hon. H. A. Bennet. 
LIEUTENANT-GENERALS. 
Lord Seaworth, Robert Lawson, 
Hon. sir B. Henniker, Andrew Gammell, 
Sir John Stewart, Sir Thomas Picton, 
George Fead, Edward Stevens, 
Forbes Champagne, Walter Ciiff, 
Sir George Prevost, Robert Bereton, 
William Johnstone, W. P. Ackland, 
J. Levison Gower, John Santag, 
John Eveleagh, Sir James Leith. 
MAJOR-GENERALS. 
John Brown, 
John Picton, . 
William M‘Caskill, 
John Craugy, 
Mhomas Erlington, 
Robert Ross, 
Trevor Hull, Adam Gordon, 
Fiowers Spraule, Robert Young, 
Sir Edward Packenham, |lord Moiesworth, 
Rollo Gellespie, Samuel Gibbs, 
James Baird, M. E. Jacob, 
Oliver Jones, Jeffery Amherst. 
Hon. Wm. Ponsonby, 

In the London fr .pers there is an interesting arti- 
cle on the banking system of England—At the be- 
ginning of the year 1810, there were 700 country 
banks, which gradually increased to nearly 900— 
‘The issues of the private hanks since 1797, have 
contributed an addition to the national currency of 
about 20 millions sterling—The ‘otal currency in 
the year 1812, was estimated as follows, viz. 

Bank of England notes in circulation, £25,500,000 
Issues of 300 private banks, at £50,000 





Andrew Burn, 
Benjamin Fisher, 
Thomas Nepean, 
Sir Charles Sinpiey, 
Sir Thomas Dunbar, 
Eneas Shaw, 








each, 15,000,000 
Issues of 500 at 40,000, 20,000,000 
Gold and silver, 4,000,000 

£62,500.000 


Thus, in the vear 1812, the circulating medium 
of England amounted to the enormous sum of above 
250 millions of dollars! 

The bank of England has advertised to pay specie 
or new bills for all bills of one or two pounds, issued 
before 1812. It had out 950,000/. in these bills— 
yet, in several weeks, only 150U/. have been brought 


in for specie, and 50,000 for new bills—the rest out. 





FRANCE, &c. 

The French consui 2: (uston gives notice; that 
no individual, whether a Frenchman or of any other 
nation, will be permitted to land in France unless 
he has a passport, either given or countersigned by 
a French minister or consul! 

The king has issued a decree authorising a loan 
of 100 millions of dollars. 

The report that the ailied armies in France was 
to be reduced is not confirmed. Indeed, it appears 
most likely that they may rather be increased. 

The object of the duke of Wellington’s journey 
to England is said to have been to represent that the 
sitiuation of the Bourbons was more critical than 
ever. It appears that the British government have 
been compelled to resort to brokers to obtain spe- 
cie for the payment of their own troops in France; 
which are said to be in the finest order. 

More than sixty merchants, of Marseilles, have 
petiitoned the French legislature for the repeal of 
the law which declares that city a free port. 

The court of France have made a definitive ar- 
rangement with the city of Hamburg, in relation to 
the bank subject. 

The population of France is officially reported to 
ibe 28,813,041 souls, exclusive of Corsica, and the 
| colonies. 

The cotton manufacturers in France have pub- 
lisiied a memoir addressed to the king and the le- 
wislature, in favor of the continued prohibition of 
foreign manufactures. [But it is said, that one of 
the conditions of the loan, lately negociated in Eng- 
land, is—that the French ports shall be opened for 
the introduction of “certain British commodities” — 
| the king may “buy gold too dear.”] 

NETHERLANDS. 
j A new tariff was put into actusl operation at 
Brussels before its publication, to the great dissatis- 
‘faction of the people. 

NORTHERN EUROPE, 

There are 1100 students in the university of Got- 
tingen, many of whom are said to be Americans. 

Emigrations from Switzerland for the U. States 
have re-commenced. 

A ship of the line, larger than any belonging to 
the Swedish navy, is about to be launched at Carls- 
crone. The navy will then consist of 11 ships of 
the line, in the best state, besides frigates, &c. 





4 


; An insurrection of the peasants in Norway is 


spoken of. 

Stutgard, December 283—The Wirtemberg army 
is to be reduced so as not to exceed 20,000 men. 
The king has ordered, that in all representations 
and petitions addressed to him, the use of all French 
and Latin expressions shall be avoided, and pure 
high German alone employed. 

RUSSIA. . 

It is perfectly understood that any difficulties 
that existed between the United States aud Russia, 
through a misrepresentation of facts, are entirely 
removed. It is reported, also, that the minister, Mr. 
Daschkoff, is recalled to account for his conduct. 

A sum equal to nearly 50,000€ sterling has been 
subscribed in Russia for the relief of the poor. 

St. Petersburg, Sept. 10.—The Northern Post* iz 
its remarks on the question now discussed so gene- 
rally, respecting the inadmissibility, or admissibility 
of the liberty of the press, distinguishes three par- 
ties. 














*'lhe Northern Post, or the New Petersburg Jour- 
nal, has since 1809, been published twice a week by 
the ministry of the interior. It is written in the. 
/Russian language. 
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One of these parties affirm, that the liberty of the |ty. He has ordered that the children should be in- 
press is the shield of national freedom, the security ef | structed in the English language, with a view to pre- 


the citizens, and the strength of the government. 


vent the intrigues of the French to recover the 


Another again maintains that (iderty is more de-|country; against whom he expresses the most de 


structive to every country than the plague. 


termined opposition. He repels the idea that his 





And a third, that the liberty of the press is cer-}countrymen are naturally subordinate, and main- 


tainly of use, but under a light censure. 


As to this third opinion, says the .Vorthern Post, 
it has already been set at rest by Figaro, who says, 


pai that by education they may be rendered equal 
;to any others. He appears to enjoy his throne with 
‘quiet and security, and to possess the confidence 


“fin my writings I only do not meddle with re’igion,!and esteem of the people at large. 

nor felitics, nor-morals, nor say any thing of persons| Petion’s squadron, consisting of a ship of 24 guns, 
in office or distinguished bodies, or of the epera, or of|a brig of 14 and a schooner, is said to have put te 
any play, w short, if I say nothing respecting some-isea to meet Christophe’s frigate and brig. 


thing; then I may be allowed to express my opinions 


Jreely, under the superintendance of tivo or three dis 


BRITISH AMERICA. 
A Montreal paper calls the United States the 


sreet persons’ In order that I may avail myself of{*natural enemy” of England. Some emigrants, that 


this agreeable freedom, I have determined to pub- 


lish a periodical work under the title of the “Use 
ss Journal.” 


ITALY. 


‘lately arrived at Pictou (N. S.) brought with them 
; buckets and pails to milk the wilu cows that they 
}understood inhabited the country ! 

| The following ships have been commissioned upor 


_ “The English are fortifying Genoa, and seem tojthe lakes of Canada:—Kingston, 56, commodore 
intend to render it a second Gibraltar,” says a late{sir Robert Hall; Burlington, 42, capt. N. Lockyer; 


Paris paper. We did not know that Genoa was an |Charwell, 50, captain Montresor, on lake Ontario; ’ 


English port. 


It is said that several Italian state prisoners will 


be allowed to proceed to America. 

It is reported that Mr. Pinkney has made a com- 
mercial treaty with the pope; and that an American 
consul is to reside at Ancona. 

SPAIN. 

It appears that Mr. Meade is yet confined in the 

dungeons of Cadiz. 


'Champlain, 32, captain Duell, on lake Cnamplain; 
‘Confiance, 32, captain D. Pring, on lake Erie. 








‘ 


Loss of the Chippewa. 

! Copy of a letter from captain George C. Read, to the 
secretary of the navy, dated 
New-York, Jan. 16th, 1817. 

} =Srr—In conformity to your orders of the 6th No. 


The patriot privateers vex the whole coasts of vember, I left Boston on the 27th of that month, to 


Spain. They have captured some very rich ships 
from Lima. 


Gen. Castanos is a sort of prisoner at large, at 


Seville. 
AFRICA. 

The trade for slaves, notwithstanding it is pro- 
hibited by most nations, and vigilantly guarded 
against by the British cruisers, is sull prosecuted 
to a very considerable extent. 


Certain Barbary cruisers have lately appeared off| 


Naples. The Algerine fleet is already said to con- 
sist of three vessels from 24 to 30 guns, and 12 gun 
boats, completely manned and armed. 

“SPANISH AMERICA.” 


t is said that several vessels of war and trans-. 
ports, with 2500 men, have sailed from Cadiz ior, 


Vera Cruz. 


We have a report that Monte Video has been cap-' 
tured by the Portuguese without opposition, and’ 


without any interference on the part of the Buenos 
Ayreans, with whom the people of the former never 
had fully united. 

The royal general, Morillo, is reported to have 
93060 men at Varinas. 


The patriot privateers swarm through alli the. 
West Indies, and biockade Cadiz, &c. Many valua-} 


ble captures are made by them. 
General Mina is in Mexico—tletters from Mata- 
gorda speak very favorably of his progress so far, 


and the writer of one of them says, he hopes soon to 


write from the capital of the country, afier having 
fixed the standard of liberty on every house of that 
populous and wealthy city. 


Admiral Brown has threatened the British with 


reprisals from the Buenos Ayrean government, for 
the condemnation of his vessel. 

BAYTTI. 
King Henry is much engaged to give a good edu. | 
cation to his peopic. He has established schools on 
the Lancastrian plan, and has founded a college— 
ai which are support ed with distinguished liberali-! 


~~ er i ow Ss iewet 42 =! ~ 


‘in the affirmative. 


‘proceed to the bay of Mexico, and on the 12th De- 
icember, at half past 2 P. M. intending to take the 
‘Caycos passage, made one of the Islands by the 
‘same name, bearing S. S. W. Upon discovering 
ithe land, I immediately hauled up for it, in order 
‘to ascertain what part of this group it was, being 
, under the impression, as well from its appearance, 
as from the latitude and supposed longitude, it 
imight be the N. W. extremity. 

A‘ 15 minutes past 4 P. M. having approached 
'within nine miles, as [ judged, of the shore, and 


‘having satishied myself it was the north or middle 
,Caycos, bore up W. S. W. no land to the westward, 


at this time, being visible. 

The best chart on board represented the north 
and N. W. shores perfectly clear of all impediments, 
and the course I was then steering as not only safe, 
but one tending to draw off from the land. At halt 
past 5, night coming on, the bearings of the eas- 
tern and western extremities of the land were 
taken, made the middle Caycos bear east and the 


north west point, which was plain in sight, S. W. 


each distant ten miles. To be certain, however, 
that the land which we took for the N. W. pcint, 
was the most western land in sight, I directed the 
master to go aloft, who, on getting there, reported 
Under these circumstances, 
with a chart on which no danger was delineated; 
steering a course upon which Ihad no accident te 
apprehend; wit! the point, round which I wished 
to double, distinctly in view, I could not feel other- 
wise, than in possession of the fullest confidence. 

At 35 minutes past six, having ran eight and 3 
half miles, I deemed myscif abreast of the above 
point, with an offing of at least ten miles, and di- 
rected the brig hauled up ove point on S. W. by 


° p a — 
‘W. My hauling up sooner than may by consideree 


prudent, (which quite as unfortunately as unex 
pectly proved so) was dictated by the appreben- 
sion of get:ing too far to the westward, thereby 
rendeing it difficult to lice through the passage, 
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on account of the trade winds at this season of the court was composed of captain Samuel Evans, as 
year, inclining much to the southward. |president, captain Samuel Angus and master com- 
.t 10 minutes past 7, whilst steering the latter; mandant Edward Trenchard, as members, and 
course, heard the noise of breakers on the larboard James A. Hamilton, esq. as judge advocate. After 
beam, when the helm was ordered up, but scarcely |a minute enquiry into all the facts and circumstan- 
had the order been issued when she struck with ces connected with the loss of the brig Chippewa, 
much violence upon a rocky bottom. In this situa-/it was satisfactorily established, that no blame 
tion, without being immediately able to discover) whatever attached to the commander; and that 
the shore; or to form the most-distant idea of the! captain Read, his officers and crew, made every 
osition of our danger, the sails were trimmed, the | possible exertion to save the vessel. : 
jands set to lighten the ship, and an exertion made} The proceedings of the court of enquiry were 
to forve her off with her head to the northward | approved by the secretary of the navy, an hints 
and westward. This effort, at first, wore a favora-| George C. Read was ordered to report himself for 
ble aspect, and I felt sanguine in being able to ex-| duty. 
tricate her in a few minutes; but, after having forc- 
ed ahead some fathoms, she was again brought up ; ; 
with redoubled violence, and lost the use of her Arts, scicnces, improvements. 
rudder. ‘The boats were now got out, and an onidae, darniuinin nailed 


anchor carried and let goin an easterly direction.| gi, yy, Davy has found by different experiments, 
The sails were furled, and with as much expedition) ¢),9¢ by mixing 20 or 30 grains of common magnesia 
as possible we commenced heaving, and again light-| with each pound of the worst flour, it will make 
ing ship. About this time, a boat which I had | bread of the best quality. 

sounding round the vessel, returned, when I was) ‘the French papers state that capt. Freycuret was 
informed the reef on which we were, appeared tO} apoyt embarking on an interesting enterprize, in 
extend from the shore; that it ran some distance, the sloop of war Urania. His principal object is to 
putside of us, and that it was a bottom composed ascertain the form of the southren hempisphere of 
of sharp rocks, upon which there was but thirteen t},¢ earth; its natural appearance, meteorology, and 
feet water, for upwards of a cable’s length in eve-| ) tural history. No expedition of this kind has 


ry direction: the brig drawing sixteen feet and an)}oen undertaken either in England or France, since 
half. The carpenter also, reported the water in the! that of capt Baudin, of whose party capt. F was one; 
hold having made its appearance above the birth- 


jand the results obtained from that expedition, 
deck. ‘The getting off now would have been use- 
less, even though it had been practicable. 1 there- 


gives a just idea what may be expected from this. 
‘ . | A young, man named Thomas, of Newport, (E.) 

fore turned the attention of the officers to getting) 

as many of the crew into the boats as they would! 


| has invented and perfected a clock, on a system en- 
uirely new—-it goes 384 days without once winding 
carry, and sent them to find the shore Shortly af-| 4) marks the minutes and seconds—the wheels are 
ter their departure the brig being in the act of of copper, the pinions of cast steel. 
turning over on her starboard bilge, I was under| There has lately been sent from Italy to count 
the necessity of having the masts cutaway. The) Romanzow, at Saint Petersburg, a colossal statue, 
preservation of those left on the wreck had now) o¢ white marble, executed by Conova, representing 


become somewhat precarious. The wind and S€a/ the goddess of peace, holding an olive branch in her 
had increased considerably from the period of her) hand, leaning on a column with the following in- 


first taking the ground, and there were no boats! scriptions—**peace of Abo, 1743; peace of Kuds- 
to take them off Luckily, however, the boats had ehutk, Rainardschi; peace of Fredericksham, 1807.” 
effected a landing about 3 A. M. when the remain-| 4 canal between Edinburgh and Glasgow, is fi- 
ing part of the crew, the officers and myself aban- nally determined upon. It is expected to employ 


doned the wreck and reached the shore. ‘nearly the whole of the men at present out of work 


It gratifies me to say that better conduct could) jy «hat populous district. The estimated expence 


not have been exhibited by any officers in a similar of forming the canal is £264,910, and the annual re- 
situation. All orders from me were promptly obey-| cejpts, after deducting every charge coming against 
ed by the executive officer (lieut. Edward Shu-|it, are expected to amount to £49,000, being 15 per 
brick) and such was the zeal manifested by the of-| cent. on the capital embarked. 
ficers and crew generally for the preservation of the) [he learned are much occupied in England ex- 
vessel, that had it been an ordinary bottom upon, amining a new discovery,* which furnishes to che- 
which we struck, their exertions must have been | mistry an extraordinary power—it is fire of a new 
crowned with success. My proceedings from the species, resulting from the compression of a mix- 
date of this unhappy event, until I left the above ture of oxygen and hydorgen gas—it melts in an 
island, shall be the subject of another communica-) instant the hardest metals, even platina—it reduces 
tion, and in the hope that no unfavorable impres- | pipe clay to brilliant glass—it changes (if we may 
sion may be received until an investigation of my) use the expression) the elements,and opens a course 
conduct, which I trust will speedily take place. | ty extraordinary experiments. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect,; The rev. M. Stark, a canon and astronomer of 


your obedient servant, | Augsburgh, has observed in the Sun a vast open- 
GEORGE C. READ. jing or cavity, 4 minutes 36 seconds from its eastern 

The hon. W. B. Crowninshielid, i 15 minutes 7 seconds from its southern edge. 
Secretary of the navy of the United States. (In that cavity, the apparent diameter of which is 


| three times larger than the real diameter of thi: 
A court of enquiry was recently held in New earth, are seen two black billows or holes, senarat 


York, in pursuance of an order of the secretary of! naa 

the navy, issued on receipt of the preceding letter,; *This ‘new discovery” is stated in the New-York 
to investigate the causes and circumstances which} Columbian, to have been known in the United States 
produced the loss of the U.S. brig Chippewa, under | fifteen ycars ago, “by Dr. Hare, of Poiladelphia, and 
the command of George C. Read, esq. a master)improved and extended by Dr. Silliman, of Yate 
Commandant in the navy of the United States. The! College.”’ 
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ed from each other by a luminious space, and the 
¥argest of which terminates in a point at its upper 
extremity, and crenated at its lower. Between this 
vast apparent abyss and the eastern edge of the sun 
there are several asperities, below which four small 
black spots are seen, and six above. 








-_-—- --- 


SHRONICLE. 





with forthwith furnish all the facilities in his powe? 
to release Fant and others from their present cond; 
tion, by calling on the local authorities of Canada. 
Besides this, the president will employ a special 
messenger to traverse the wilderness and search af. 


jliberty, by risking their lives in defence of their 
country.—[Arens. 
Quebec, Feb. 26.—Custle of St. Louis —A report 


We learn that Mr. Rush, late attorney general of having reached his excellency the governor in chief 


the U. S. will succeed Mr. Adams as our minister 
at London, and that until the return of Mr. A. he 
will have charge of the department of state. 

It is stated that a party of lower Creeks have 
killed and scalped a woman and two children in St. 
Mary’s county, Geo. 

Many barges and hoats left Cincinnati on the Ist. 
of March. the ice in the river being broken up, la- 
den with flour &c. for New Orleans. 

The assembly of New York, by a large majority, 
has passed the bill declaring all negroes and mflat- 
toes and mustees within that state, to be free after 
the 4th of Jniv 1827. 

An Havana paper of Feb. 15, mentions the arri- 
val there of three vessels from Africa with upwards 
of 1200 slaves!—Surely this dreadful traffic must 
have an end. 

B. Smead, of Rath, has announced his having in 
the press, a pamphlet of sixty pages, entitled 
“*Causes of the destruction of the American towns on 
Niagara frontier, and failure of the campaign of 1815 
—bhy George M‘Clure, brigadiet-general of the New- 
York Militia. | 

The Carlisle convention.—A stranre error and 
omission occurred in our last number in an attempt 
to give an account of the proceedings of the con- 
vention at Carlisle, Pa. for the nomination of a 
suitable person to be supported by the “Indepen- 
dent fiepublicans” of that state for governor, at 
the ensuing election. Such things are among the 
“‘miseries”? 
read thus— 

“There has also been a convention at Carlisle for 
the same purnose—nresent, delegates from thirteen 
counties and the city of Philadelphia. Thomus For- 
rest in the chair; Hamiiton Humes and F. A. Muhlen- 
the delegates being had, Joseph Heister, Dr. George 
fogan, Andrew Grege, Presley C. Lane, Isaac 
Weaver and John Steel, were put in nomination, 
but all withdrawn except the first named, who was 
agreed upon unanimously to be recommended to 
tne freemen of Pennsylvania for their support at 
the election in October next. 

ocPThe lines and words in italic were left out, 
or transposed from their proper places, and the 


stead of Mr. Heister, had been agreed upon as the 
c mdidate for governor. 
INDIAN cAPTiIvfrry. Extract of a Ictter from col. 


Richard Johnson to his friend in Scott county, da- 


ted January 29. 

Dear Sir—We have received information from 
ecveral rentiemen in Kentitcky, that one of our ci'i- 
zen soldiers has Jately returned from indian cap- 
tivity, and has given information that a number of 
our feilow-citizens remain behind in the same situ- 
ation, captives to the indians, and that our neighbor 


of editors. The article ought to have; 


rae , ov > My ro. ie! oa 
paragraph was made to say that Mr. Muhlenberg, in | [CONCLUDED From PAGE 25,.] 


| tr 


that an American citizen named Thomas Vance or 
Vant, who was taken prisoner in the action at river 
Raisin, on the 29d June, 1813, is detained in captivi- 
ty by an indian in Quebec, or its vicinity, and his ex. 
cellency having caused every inquiry to ke made, 
{though withont suecess, to discover the said Ame. 
| rican citizen, has directed a public notice to be here. 
i by given that if the said Thomas Vance or Vant is 
|in apy part of the province in captivity and will 
make known ):is sitwation to his excellency, measures 
will be taken for his immediate release and resto- 
ration to his friends.—And any person possessing 
information respecting the detention or present siiu- 
ation of the said Thomas Vance or Vant, are re. 
quested to communicate the same to his excellency. 
By his exceltlency’s command, 
ANDREW WM. COCHRAN, Secretary. 

The larrel—We have had the pleasure to notice 
many of our heroes reposing on their laurels won in 
the late war—and maj. gen. Scott has just married 
Miss Mayo, at Richmond, and capt. Warrington, of 
the navy, united his fortune with that ef Miss King, 
of Norfolk. Who does not “wish them joy?” 

Specie. Tue .arrival of Mr. Sergeant, an agent 
from the bank of the United States, is mentioned in 
the London papers—and dollars are said to have 
risen in consequence. But we think we have seen 
| the arrival of at least a million, at various ports of 
the United States, mentioned within the last two 
‘weeks, apparently reaching us in the regular course 
‘of trade. 








| Treaty with Sweden.—There is a report that the 
senate refused tor tify the treaty with Sweden, con- 
'cluded by Mr. Russell. 

| Sagaciiv of a dog.—Yesterday, a small dog fell 
‘into the river at Coenties slip (New-York) and went 


berg, secretaries. An examination into the election of down with the tide, yelling for assistance. A large 


water dog jumped into the river from a vessel, 
seized the one in distress by the ear, and brought 
‘him within the reach of several by-standers on the 
doek, who pulled him eut of the water; and the dog, 
‘refusing assistance, swam back to the vessel he had 


‘left. { New York paper. 
| 
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Relations wilh Spain. 


Translation of a letter from Mr. Onis to the secretary of stat¢. 
| dated February 2., 1815. 

| SIR—The btter with which you honored me on the 19th of 
Jast mont, in answer to mire of the 35th Deeember and 2d Jani 
jary. bad two objects. Vhe first to make known to me the conr 
| plaints which this government considers itself as baving against 
| Spain, for a lone time past. ‘bhe s-eond to communicate the rese- 
| Hition of the president on the three points embraced in my notcs 
| Mentioned aluve. 
' You state that the president would have wished that I should not 
j have confined myself to bringing forward the complaints of bis 
i majesty. but showid have likewise proposed a reparation for those 
of the United Siates arainst Spain. 
| ‘Phe clainn for damages and injuries, of which you speak, would 


dant, the musician, was near Quebec held as the pro- have been definitively arranged and setutled. it the diplomatic fe 


perty of an Indian in the British service, as a musi- 
cian. I have seen the president and the secretary and 


| lations between the two powers had not been interrupted since 
the memgrable. epoch of 1808; and this government cannot but 
know, that this interrnption ought not to be imputed to Span; 


most of the members from Kentucky, who have tak- | his may}: sty having made, from that tinee, the greatest efforts to 


en an interest inthis thing. Col Monroe has made 


maiotam them pure and unaltered : 
I have assured you verbally and in writing, that his majesty de- 


. . . K ! 
2 communication of these facts to Mr. Bagot, who Jsired nuthing so anxicusly, as to satisfy the United States for every 


; ter those unfortunate captives who are deprived of 
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{njuvy they may have received from gem - g longest + sind 
this satislaction with that generosity and high sense of f pact 
which have at all times distinguished the Spanish egg pos 
which have always shone conspicuously the conduct of t * g 
vernment ~ the king my master > But all these poruts. as Prva 
anterior to the epoch I have mentioned in my votes, and since Une - 
pending between the two cabinets, ought to be the -obyeet of oF cork 
ticular negociation; and nothing is more natural or more ag 
able to justice and good faith, than that, for facilitating : pect y 
negociation, the state of things between the two bauons s esac 7 
reduced to the same footing on which it was at the oh ig cal he m 
to, since, from that time, there has neither been any * ou sad 
respondeuce between the two governments, nor have t 3 ni nd 
States reecived the least injury from Spain; and, if they have is 
ceived any, it has been contrary to the will ot his mae Ys ict 
without his knowledge. Of this class without doubt, is that whic’: 
you Mention in your note above cited. that is, that British nn % 
and agents had b en introduced into Florida, and had capecnngon' d 
sion with the Indian enemies of this republic in-its last war pee 
Great-Britaiat ‘The rigorous neutrality which his tajesty has 0 
served in the island of Cuba, East Florida, and his other Oy: RT 
ought to convince the president that the governor ot West pws " 
(who is, I suppose, the person to whom you allude) had hke at ; 
with the other chicfs, to observe the most strict neutrality, eld 
he has failed in ob: ying them, he would hay been severwny 0d 
uscd, had) you given to Me the Jeast intipation as TO his com > he 

I will now pass to the sé cond object of wineh your letter “ 
that is to say, to the resolution which this government has yates 
on the three poiuts stated in my letters of the 30th December an 
24 January. . . , 

The first was confined to a request that in conformity To the 
principles I bave stated; that is, that the affairs between the te 
nations should be praca on the same footing they wer before we 
iterruption of the diplomatic relations between then, his majesty 
should b» Putin possession of that part of Florida Which the troeps 
of the union bad eceupi-d. You were pleased to state, u 
that this government, b lieving chat it had a well foundcd right oe 
only to the part of West Florida which their troops had ve ite ae 
but to a greater extent of territory, comprehended nm the linats 
the vice-royalty of Mexico, had judged that with the same as Are 
that the king, my master, occupied those possessions, the be t 
States might retain that pert ot West Florida they held, until 
was decided by a@ friendly convention to whom it belonged. ae 

Permit me to observe that there is no parity in the cases. Phe 
country to which you allude, extending to the rio Bravo, or del 
Norte. has been under the dominion of Spain, net only before and 
since Fraece ceded Louisiana to his majesty by the treaty of 1704, 
but trom the time of the discovery and conquest ot Mexico. with ne 
ever having passcd by treaty to any other nation; whereas t 4 
Fioridas cexs: d to be a French or Spanish possession, and passe 
into the hauds of England. under the name of East and West Flo- 
rida, in the year 1763. They remained under the pow cx of his Bri 
tannie majesty, as such, until the year 1783, when, by Sa dé. 
the Spanish arms, aud by solemn treaty, they pass: d under the lw 
minion of his cathy!ic majesty. From this you will infer that, be t \e 
interpretation which may be wished to be given to the treaty ul 
retrocession of Louisiana, made between France and Spain in 1800, 
what it may, the twe Floridas ean never be directly or tedirectly 
ineluded in it; first, beeause these provinces being in the legiumate 
possession of England from the year 1763 to the ycar 178<, Praiice 
could not cede them to Spain by the treaty of 1764—nor Spain re 
trocede them to France, not having received them from her, ulibess 
there should have been an article on this pot, im which express 
and direct mention was made of the cession; and secondly, because 
the two contracting parties (Spain ahd France) have declared in 
the most solemn manner, the first, that she did Det cede to shor 
any part of the Fleridas—the second, that she had not acquired 
them by the traaty of St. Ildefonso, or of retrocession of 1800; Not 
had had the least intention to set up a claim to them. You know 
very well, that, according to all the acknowledged priveiples uf 
justice, no one can be put out of the possession of what he holds, 
antil the right of the person who claims it shall be proved and re- 
cognised; and that, by a natural consequence of this principle, Spain 
having been in possession of West Florida when the United Stats 
laid claim to it, it is proper she should keep it until this republic 
shows a better right— which ought to be donc m a tricndly negoci- 
ation between the two powers; and that it weuld be anucipanng 
the negociating to begin by taking possession of the terriiory, the 
right to whieh so far as it respeets the United States, ought to be 
the object of the negociation itself. ‘These are the grounds which 
suppayt the first demand I made on you, in the name of his majesty, 
in my letter ofthe 30th December, and 1 flatter myself, that, reficct- 
ing on facts so well known, yeu cannot do less than consider them 
just. 

I pass now to the sccond point; this is confined to asking the 
punishment, according to law, of those turbulent and seditious iudi- 
viduals, who have taken up arms within the territury of Chis con- 


in reply,|! 
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d to give #gain took refuge in the territory of this union— where they are now 


endvavor.ng to raise new forees to repeat the same excesses. ‘Toledo 
Bernards Guiterrez, ductor Robinson. and their foliowers, to this 
time, move about with impunity in Lyuisiana, and even in the city 
of New-Orleans itself. ‘Phe infraction of the laws of the United 
States, and the violation of the dignity and honor of the Americalx 
people, of which they are guilty, is public and notorious, net only 
in this coundry, butin the whole world. [stated to you in addiuol, 
on this point, that the ringleaders IMhad named to you were ex~ 
pecting considerable reinforcements from Kentucky and ‘Cennes« 
set, to undertake a hostile expedition against the neighboring pot, 
sessions of my sovereign; and that I had advised that these rei. ° 
foreements, composed of American citizens, were raised for the 
purpose of uniti: ¢ with them. 

You were pleased to state to me, in reply on this point, that the 
president had determined not to take any part in the disputes 
which bad arisen between his catholic majesty and the revolted 
provinces on this continent; and that, in conformity to this system, 
the governors of diff-rent states, as well as the president himself, 
had issued repeated proclamations, directing that all those who set 
ov foot, or promoted the reovuiting of adventurers, with the de- 
sign of mvading the poss+ssions of his catholic majesty, should be 
proseeuted according to law; that the information received at your 
departinent from v-ry respectable persons, as, that the foree: col- 
leetet’ by Toledo, is very meconsiderable, and composed pri-cipally 
of Frenchmen and Spaniards, without the territory of the United 
States, where their laws do not reach; that my statements on this 
point are not circumstantial, and that as soon as I pointed out 
Aiaerican citizens, whe promoted the expeditions, colleeted the 
troops or facilitated the supplies to whieh I referred, and if these 
collections of troops. &e. were in the territory of this union, they 
should be immediately dispersed and the persons implicated should 
7  eagwceies according to law. 

To satisfy you on this point, with that simplicity and candor 
which belongs to me, 1 will divide into two classes t seditious 
versons of whom I have spnken te you in my notes. I will include 
in the first class, Toledo, B-rnardo Gutierrez amt Dr. Robinson, 
as violators of the laws of the neutrality of tie United States, an 
infraction so notorious, and so evident, that I should do wrong to 
detain you in refi rring to the imiunerable acts which demonstrate 
it in an jncont:siis!e manner. Itis k»own to you, to your govern- 
nent, and to the whole country, thot with the troops they indivi. 
dualiy raised three years age in Louisiana, they marched im mili- 
tery array, to invade the intcrnal provinces of the vice-rosalty of 
Mexico; the horrivie assassinations they committed, partieularly 
those by Bernardo Gutierrez, at St. Antonio de Bexas, are known. 
An®@ finally, it is known, that being defeated by the treups of the 
king, my master, they took refuge again in this country, and that 
the government of Louisiana permitted them to remain undisturbed 
in the very territory whose neutrality they had violated. This 
single fact is, in my opinion, a sufficient reason why the law shovld 
take hold of tiem, before they leave the jurisdiction of the United 
States, to renew melancholy scenes. But I will give to you even 
new proofs. that these high-way robbers have not ceased trom that 
time to concert and realize new projects against the tranquility of 
the inhabitants of the dominions of the king my master. 

‘The annexed copies, marked No. 1. 2 and 3, of intercepted let- 
ters from ‘Toledo, which have been officially sent to me, prove be- 
yond doubt, that Toledo had armed in New-Orleans, three vessels, 
mm Which he carried arnis and munitions of war, to give support to 
the insurrection in Mexico; and that he returned to that city, 
bringing back with him Herrera, who calls himself nijnister pleni- 
putentiary, from the revolted provinces to this government. You 
will see. with surprise, that Toledo, not content with thus openly 
violeting the most sacred laws of neutrality of this confederation 
had the impudenee to prostitute the respectable name of this eo. 
vertiment, by assertipg, in one of his said letters, that the United 
States Only waited the arvival of the minister of the revolutioffists 
of Mexico, to acknowledge its independence. ‘Che other ring-leaders 
have done the same thing to deceive adventurers, both in and out 
of Mexico, and even ciGzens of the United States. seducing them 
by false assurances, that their government was decided to support 
them, and that it would procecd immediately to recognize. as an 
independent power, that baud of high-way robbers and Insure nts. 
Fioin the extract of a letter trom a person of the greatest veracity 
and the best character, now eatind. 98 to you, marked No. 4, you 
will observe, that Lolcdo had deferred his expedition against the 
provinces of the king my muster, as I stated to you in my uote 6f 
the 2d January, as the thousand men he expected irom Kentuek, . 
and the three hundred from ‘Tennessse, could not form a junetion 
with himwin less than iwenty-four days; and in Nos. 5 and 6, yor 
will see this information confirmed under a pesterior date, advisine: 
me, that a number of A:mericans came down from the states adtjae 
cent to Louisiana, to join the expedition which Toledo had eoncer:- 
mi; and that he (Toledo) would cesry with him engineer Laford 
Savary and one Soubenet. ; 

Yuu willalso learn, that provisions anda Carthagenian flag were 
seat Lo the American brig, the Tom Bowline, frum New-York, at. 





federation, and from thenee, carrying desolation, destruction, and 
horror juto the frontier provinces of the crown of Spain; aud not} 
content with the atrocitics they have heretofore committ d, they! 
are how actually engaged in recruiting troops, and preparing ar-| 
maments in the bosom of this country, again to invade these pro- 
vinces. Lhave named the ringleaders of these rebels, Who have \ Ww-| 
lated the neutrality and the most sacred laws of the United States, , 
by the well known fact, of their having armed in their tertilry,} 
and marched from thence in military and hostile array, to subvert 
‘he peace aid good order of the dominions of the king my waster: 

have named ‘Toledo, Bernardo Gutierrez, doctor Robissun, and, 


oan rs, W ho perpetrated the horrjble deeds at St. Antonio de exass! yevolutionist punisned by che established laws of the monarch 
“ho recruited their croops in Louisfama, and even in the limits Of} che King my ipaster, 


‘ W-Orlcaas, and proceeded from thence, as an army, te assault thy 


/tovince of New Mexico; who conuutted there outrages never 
ard of even atuumy savage tribes; and who, afier being ecteutces 


; x revolutionary Junta, at the head of which 


the moment ot her arrival at the Balize, by a gun-boat of the United 
States, with the object. it would seem, of convoying with her the 
vesseis Which should sail from New-Orleans with munitions of war 
for the establishment at the new port of Tampica; that they had 
purchased, in New-Orleans itself, five er schooners, which they 
are actually arming to cruize against the Spanish commerces and 
that it appears that Mr. Joho K. West, merchant of that piace, is the 
agent for these vessels; and finally, thatim that city there has been 
is Toledo and Herrera. 
from: which has issued the wicked decree mentioned in these leeters. 
that four honorable Spaniers should be put to death for evers 


ue gat" 
2 Vs 


As respects doctor Robinson, it i: notorious that he has been one 


, of the most infuriated enemies of Spaia, and the one who has, wif, 


the great st cageipess, promoted tle rebeilian of the provfaces 








.* . . ' . . . . . 
ing the change of government which had taken place among the; of these treaties, taking into view so much th 
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his majesty. It was he who introduced himself into the internal} my master, to maintain and to strengthen the ties of friendship ang 
provinces te seduce their inhabitants—it was he who sowed the; good understanding with these states. 

seers of insurrection—it was he who procured intelligence in Samt, At the conclusion of your note, which 1 am now answering, fou 
Antonio de Bexas for Bernardo Gutierrez, that he might posscss: are pleased to make known to me that this government is anxious 








himself of the place, and afterwards murder fourteen Spanish chiefs | to terminate, by means of a friendly negociation with the kin 

—and it was he who published in these United States proclama- ny Master, all pending differences, and that it will te very satis- 
tions, sigued with his hand, inviting adveniurers froin aj} parts to) factory to the president to know that I am vested with powers to 
furm an army, pointing out the places of enlisting men, and the/ that effect. I heve not lost any time in communicating to my 
pay of those enlisted: and, in one word, declaring war hiniself, in a} sovereign this desire of the president, and I will have the satisfac- 
ce:tain mode, against the Spanish nation, trom the very bosom of | tion of announcing to you what his majesty may determine on this 
this republic, as you will find more in detail in the authenticated rect nevertheless, I ought to state to you, (slthough it would be 
copy (Nu, 7) which accompanies this, the original of which is in | highly flattering with me to treat with you, as yeur penetration 
my possession. asi ‘and rectitude would facilitate the arrangement of these affairs,) 

I include in the second class those individuals who, seduced by | yet it appears to me, that, as Mr. Erving has not yet sailed from 
the imposture of the principal authors of these hostile expeditions, | the United States, that the business would be expedited if the 
have assisted, froin the bosom of this republic, the revolutionists of | president would give him power and instructions to terminate 
Mexico, some by furnishing them arms and munitions of war, others | the negociations at Madrid. ‘This arrangement conned present 
by enlisting themselves, in this country, in the army of the insur- | great difficulties; the respective rights of each power being once 

ents, Which passed over to subvert all order in the provinces of the | settled by common agreement, a friendly understanding being had 
cing my master. In this number are those other persuns, whom I! on each point in discussion, and it being determined what are the 
have mentioned to you in this and my former notes. The infortma- | reciprocal obligations of Spain and the United States, they would 
tion which I gave you respecting some persons who were prepar-| be still further obviated if you would have the goodness to inform 
ing hostile expeditions from Georgia, against the possession ot the| me, frankly and plainly, as I requested in a former letter, what 
king my master, you wiil find estabiished, officially. by the govern-! are the pretensions of right, which the United States have against 
or of East Florida, in bis letter (No. 8) which accompanies this; in | Spain, and what are those for their own convenience, which they 
which he advises me, that John M‘Intosh and William Crinch, who | desire to realize for an equivalent which may be advantageous to 
supported the last insurrection in that province, in the year 1812,| the two nations, to the end that, with the knowlcdge I have 
are now recruiting in Georgia, a considerabl+ number of vagabonds, | acquired of the mutual interests of both, I may recommend to the 
again to invade the territory under his command. _ | attention of his majesty these particular points. 

I flatter myself that this series of acts, so circumstantial, the in-;| I yenew to you my respects, apd pray God to preserve your life 
formation of which has been acquired through channels so respec- | many years. 
table, will be sufficient to eall the attention of the president to the (Signed) LUIS DE ONIS. 
necessity of cutting up by the roots these melancholy abuses, and Philadelphia, 22d February, 1816. 
to shut the door against the continual violent movements of these | Copy of’ a letter from the secretary of state, to the Chevalier de 4 
turbulent people, who from the bosom of this republic, make wart Onis. dated 
ona friendly and neighboring power. It has never been the inten- Department of state, June 10, 1816. 
tion of the king, my master, to request that the punishment of the S{R—I had the honor to receive your letter of February 22d, soon 
laws should be inflicted on these disturbers of social order, when after its date, and to communicate it to the president. 
their guilt isnot fully proven. Ox the contrary, I have informed Anxious as this government has been to terminate all differences 
you that the object of his majesty is not to take vengeance on! with his catholic majesty, on conditiens of reciprocal advantage, 
th. se high-way robbers, but to sh lter his subjects from their bar-| and with equal honor to both parties; it would have heen very 
barity. His majesty has only thought proper to solicit trom the) satisfactory to the president, to have found that you had been 
rectitude and cireumspection of this government, what might pre- vested with full power to negociate and conclude atreaty for these 
vent the crimes which are meditated from taking «ifcct, as other-' purposes. 
wise it might be too late to prevent them, as the vifenders will be I have the honor now to state, that Mr. Erving, minister pleni- 
beyond the territory of a friend, and at a distance from the arm of potentiary of the United States to his catholic majesty, has beer 
the law. Good order requires, not only the offences already com- justructed on these important subjects; and that as the views of 
mitted should be punished, but that those which are contempiated this government are just and liberal. a strong hope is entertained 
should be prevented: and this is the cas: of the individuals I have that your government, bringing to the negociation a similar dis- 
comprehended in the sccomd class. The pc rsunal knowledge I position. will agree to such an arrangement as will be mutually ac-. 
have of the rectitude of the president inspires me with a confidence) yautageous and satis!actory to both nations. 
that he will view the acts I have just stated, as Idu; and, proceed- However agreeable it might be to leave these hich concerns iz 
ing im this particular case, with that integrity and humamity which} this train, without further discussion here, it is nevertheless, pro- 
as the most glorious distinetion ot the American character, he will! per to notice some passages in your letter of February 22d, not- 
be pleased to adopt these measures which he may believe most ana- withstanding the clear hgbt in which the subjects, to which they 
Jogous to the system which, you t Hine, this government has adopt-| re late, have been placed in former communitations. You intimate 
ed, not to mix in these dissentions, and not to permit the citizens in your late letter of May 30th, a desire to receive a particulat 
of this republic to take part in them, nor to permit its territory answer to that of february 22d, and it is just, that you should see, 
to be a shelter to foreiguers, who try to make war on a friendly that my silence was imputatle to the cause only, which is above 
power. “suggested. 

To the third point in my notes, intended to solicit from your; You state that as that portion of Louisiana, which lies eastwartl 
government, that vessels from the insurgent or revolted proviners, of the Mississippi and the Iberville, had been ceded by Frence to 
of Spanish America, should not be adinitted into the ports of the! Great Britain in 1763, and by Great Britain to Spain in 1783; it 

epublic, as well because none of those provinces are recogniz@ | could not be comprised in the cession of Spain to France in 1800, 

Vv aby power inthe world, as because the obligations of fricudship nor of the Jatter to the United States in 1803; and you draw this 
and guod neighborhood demand that we should notin any way con-) conclusion from the supposed import of the term “retrocession” 
tiibute to protect provinces or subjects =ho have revolted, you) used in the two latter treaties; 4 hich you say, applies to that portion 
have been pleased to make known to sue, that the president, observ-| only which Spain had received from France. My interpretation 

ereof, as relates to 
revolutionists in Spanish America, had adopted the measure of or-| this subject, is very different. As to the term “retrocession,” it is 
dering the collectors of the custorus to admit every description of! evident, thatit was not the intention of the parties, that it should 
vessel, without regard to her character or flag, provided she paid | have any effect whatever on the extent of the territory ceded. ‘The 
the duties, and observed the Jaws of tie country during the time | jmport of this term is too vague, and the term itself was used in a 
she was in port, _ | manner too casual to admit such an inference, even had there been 

With due respcet for the measures adopted by the chief of this; nothing else in the treaty between Spain and France of 1800, to 
confederation, Il cannet do less than stat. to you. that the changes! show that the construction you contend for, is altogether inconsistent 
of goverament which have taken place amoung the revolutiomists) with the manifest intention of the parties. The import of this 
of Spanish America do rot appear to me to afiord a sufficient; term would, in my opinion, be satisfied, if the whole province 
motive for altering the friendly conduct towards a power, with) had passed in the first instance, from France to Great Britain, and 
whom one is in peace and harmeny. You cannet but know, that) been conveyed afterwards by Great Britain to Spaie, and by Spain 
this measure places these faetionists wot only ou a fuoting of, back again to France. In regard to France, this last conveyance 
equality with the Spanish nation, but gives them advantages over! would have been a “retrocession,” as, by it, the territory would have 
allindependent powers, since, sccording to the laws of neutrality ,| been ceded back to her. It was very natural therefore, that this 
the United States would not permit any independent nation to arm} term should be used, being applicable in the most limited sense, in 
its vesselsin their ports, nor to sell prizes in them as is permitted ; which it can be taken, to at least nineteen twentieths of the province; 
to these revolutionists. | andina qualificd sense, to the whole. 

By the two acts of congress, one of the 28th of February, 1806,| Had it been intended to exempt any portion of the province in 
ad the other of the 24th of the same month in 1807, allcommerce the possession of Spain, from the operation of the treaty’ of S!- 
with the rebels of St. Domingo was prubibited at the request of} Lidephonso, it would have been easy to have done it, and in a mar- 
Frances As the treaties subsisting between Spain and the United | ner to preclude all doubt of the intention of the parties. It might, 
Siates place Spain on the fuoung of the most favored nations, his; tor example. have been stated, that Spain eeded back to Fraiuce+ 
majesty considers himself entiticad to expect that this republic will! such part of the province as France had ceded to Spain. A stipula- 
now adopt in his favor a like measure during the disturbance in} tion to this effect would have been concise, simple, and very pet 
Spanish America, orfor eh other period as it may be considered | spicuous; it would have rendered useless and unnecessary the other 
proper to designate. Such is the spirit in which I have made the | provisions of the article, in regard to the point in discussion, and 
threé requests to your goverument, stated in my former rotes.! for any purpose whatever, the first of those provisions; or they 
I hope that the present obs: rvations will merit a favorable reeep- | might have defined the extent of the cession by a natural boundary 
tian from the rectitude and wisdom ot the president and yourself. | wich would have been equally distinct and satisfactory. Hat 
I have given an account to my cuvermnent of all these particulars, | Spain ceeded to France ali that portion of Louisiana, \ hich lies 
gending it a wopy of my notes, and of the answer I had the honor | westward of the Mississippi, the Iberville and the lakes Maurepa® 
w reevive from you. And in the mean time I ought to reiterate | and Pontebartrain, no controversy could ever have arisen betweeh 
to you te mest positive avsttrauces ef Che dispasitien of the hing, ' France antl Spay respectihg the eastern fimits) as th what Spare 





a 2a mt mn er DD me ow eo = of eg we 


i die ie Dee ee ein ee 








and 


, you 
‘ious 
king 
satis- 
rs to 

m 
Put 
this 
d be 
ion 
aif's,) 
‘rom 
the 
nate 
sent 
once 
had 
- the 
puld 
form 
vhat 
inst 
they 
$s to 
rave 
the 


life 


i dey 


00R 


ces 
age, 
ery 
een 
ese 


eni- 
een 
3 of 
ned 
dis- 
ad-. 


; iz 
nro- 
10t° 
ey 
ate 
lat 


p¥e 


artl 
- to 
5 it 


his 
mn? 
ion 
jon 

tn 
tis 
ild 


la 
en 

to 
pnt 
his 
ce 
nd 
ain 
ice 
ve 
his 

in 


in 
St. 
ale 
ht, 
COs 
la- 
er: 
yer 

ned 
ey 

ry 
ry 
ies 
AS 
en 
irs 





NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER~—RELATIONS WITH SPAIN. 63 


liad ceded in that quarter, and what she had retained; nor could would be its decision. Tie discovery of the Mississippi, as low 
there have been one between the United States and Spain. By down as the Arkansas,i n 1673, and to its mouth in 1680, and the 
declining to define the boundaries of Louisiana, eastward, in some establishment of settlements on that river, and on the bay of St. 
one of these obvious and perspicuous modes, it is just to conclude, Bernard, on the western side of the Colorado, in 1685, under the 
that i: was intentional; that there was an object in it; and what authority of France, when the nearest settlement of Spain was in 
that object was, is sufficiently apparent, from a fair construction of|the province of Panuco, are facts which place the claim of the 
the provisions of the article already noticed. , | United States on ground not to be shaken. It is known that nothing 

By the treaty of St. Idephonso, in (800, the province of Loui-| occurred ‘afterwards on the part of France to weaken this claim. 
siaua is ceded to France by Spain, “with the same extent that it now | The difference which afterwards took place between France and 















has in the hands of Spain, and that it had when France possessed 
it; and such as it should be after the treaties subsequently entered 
into between Spain and other states.” And by the treaty of 1803, 
between the United States and France, this article of the treaty 
between France and to is inserted verbatim, by which the 
United States are placed precisely on the same ground on which 
Franc herself stood. 

It we recur to the several provisions, we shall find that cach 
has a distinet objeet, for which it would not have been necessary 
to provide, especially in that mode, if it had been the intention of 
the parties that no portion of West Florida, in question, should 
have been exempted from the cession. By stipulating first, that 
the provinee was ceded “with the same extent that it now hasin the 
hands of Spain,” direct ‘reference was made to that portion of 
West Florida lying between the Mississippi, the Iberville, the mee 
Maurepas and Pontchartrain, and the Perdido. This provision 
cannot be construed, as alluding to any other part of the province, 
and its sole effeet was intended to be to include it in the cession 
to France. The second provision is equally explicit, “that it had 
when France possessed it.” It is known that France had held the 
province to that extent, before the treaties of 1763, by which she 


Spain, respecting Spanish encroachments there, and the wat which 
ensued, to which they contributed, tend to confirm it. 

I have thought it proper to make these remarks in reply to your 
letter of February 22d, respecting the eastern and western boundary 
of Louisiana. The subject having been fully treated in several 
notes to your government in 1805, and particularly in those of 
March 8th, and April 20th of that year, 1 beg to refer you to them 
wk a further view of the sentiments of this government on the 
subject. 

Iu adverting to the parts of yonr letter which relate to the re- 
volted provinces of Spain in America, and the aid, which you state, 
the revolutionary party have derived from the United States; © 
cannot avoid expressing equally my surprize and regret. I stated 
ta iny letter to you of January 19th, that no aid had ever been af- 
forded them, either in men, money or supplies of any kind by the 
government, not presuming that the gratuitous supply of provi- 
sions to the unfortunate people of Carracas, in consequence of the 
calamity with which they were visited, would be vic wed in that 
light, and that aid to them from our citizens, inconsistent with the 
laws of the United States, and with the law of nations, had been 
prohibited, and that the prohibition had been enforced with care 





had ceded it to Spain and Great Britain, and by this stipulstion it 
was ceded back to her in the sarne extent, so far as Spain could do | 
it. The third provision has an object equally distinct, and is the 


and attention. You stated in your letter of January 2d, that forees 
were collecting in different parts of our western and southern 
country, particularly in Kentucky, Tennessee and Lonisiana, for 


















more important, because by giving it its tended effect, the con- | the purpose of invading the Spanish provinces. I stated to you in 
struction given to the others is fully confirmed. ‘Such as it should reply, that I knew of no such collection of troops in any quarter, 
be after the treatics subsequently entered into between Spa in and that from informstion derived from the highest authorities, 1 
and othe states.” By the treaty between the United States and | was satisfied that none such had been made. I requested you to 
Spain, in 1795, the boundaries, as established between the United | state at what points these troops were collected, and who were the 
States and Great Britaiv, in 1783, and the free navigation of the/ commanders? You have sent me, in reply, extracts of letters from 
Mississippi, are confirmed, with the addition of the right of de-; persons whose names are withheld, whieh establish none of the 
posite at New Orleans. This provision applies to Uhis treaty, am] facts alledged as to the raising of troops in the United States, but 
likewise to the treaty of 1783, between Great Britain and Spain,|recite only vague rumors to that effect. I bave the honor to trans- 
by which West Florida was ceded to the latter, whereby she was|mitto you a copy of a Jetter on this subject, from Mr. Dick, the 
enabled to restore it, in the extent contended for, to France. In jattorney of the United States for the district of Louisiana, by whick 
regard to its operation on the treaty of 1795, between the United | you will see how attentive the public authorities have been to the 
States and Spain, it was a provision which the United States had a) execution of the laws of the United States, aad to the orders of the 
right to expect from the goud faith of Spain. | government, and how little they have deserved the charges made 
‘This view of the subject, which was, in substance, taken by the {agaist them. 
ministers of the U. S.in 1805,in anegociation with your government, As I cannot doubt that you have taken erroneous im pressions 






at Aranjuez, appears to me, as it then did, to be conclusive. You urge, 
hewever, against it, that the French government had stated that 


it was not its intention to cede to the United States that portion of 


Louisiana which Franee had ceded to Great Britain by the treaty 
of 1763. The same declaration was made to the ministers of the 
United States at Aranjuez, in 1805, for the same purpose that it is 
now repeated. A just regard to the rights of the United States 


from the misrepresentation of partial or misinformed individuals 

jand that you have communicated the same to your government, I 
rely on your candor to adopt such measures 2s may appear best 
calculated to place the whole subject before it in a true light. It is 
important that the effort which the pr:sident is now making to 
adjust our differences with Spain, should have the desired result; 
and it is presumable that a correct knowledge of the conduct of 


founded on the cession which France had made to them, with a|the United States, in these circumstances, would promote it. 
thorough knowledge of all the circumstances attending the trans- i have the honor to be, &e. 

action, combined with a due respect to the goverumont of France, 
dictated the answer. Your government was informed that the Ame- —_—_ 

rican envoys had proposed to the French government, in the nego-| Copy of a letter from Mr. Dick, attorney of the United States for the 
ciation which terminated in the cession of Louisiana by France to; district of Louisiana, to Mr. Menrce, enclosed to Mr. Onis, in the 
the United States, in 1803, that its boundaries should be defined by} secretary of state’s letter of June 10, 1816. 

the treaty, to which the French government did not accede, prefer- ; New-Orleans, Mareh 1, 1816. 

ing to insert in it an extract from the treaty of St. Ildephouso, by} SIR—I have just hadan opportunity of perusing the letters of 
Which the province had been ceded by Spain to France, with inten- | the chevalier de Onis, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipo- 
tion to place the United States, in regard to Spain, ou the same tentiary ot his catholic majesty, addressed to you, under date of 
ground, precisely, that France held herself under the treaty of St.| the 30th of December and the 2d of January. As these letters 
Ikdephonso, unprejudiced by any opinion of her own. Nothing! dwell largely upon transactions affevting the neutrality of the 
had occurred in the negociation with France to excite a doubt! United States, which are said to have oceurred, and to be still oc- 
that the Perdido was the eastern boundary of Louisiana. It had} curring here—and as they charge the public authorities of this 
been the boundary of the province when held by France, before) city with giving, in the face of the pri sident’s proclamation of the 
the treaties of 1763, and it was made so again by the treaty of St.) first of September last, protection and support to the enemies of 
Iidephonso which restored it to her. Such was the coustructivy! his catholic majesty, I think it nut improper to address you im 
Which the American ministers gave to that treaty, who were en-, relation to these charges. 

gaged in the negoc’ation with France, and sueh their representa-| It is affirmed by the chevalier de Onis, “and it is.” says he, “uni- 
tion of it to their government, after the treaty with France was/versaily public and notorigus, that a factions baud of insurgents 
concluded. It merits particular attention that when yeur govern- | and incendiaries continue, with impunity. in the province of Loui- 
Ment was requested to cede to the United States such territory as, siana, and especially in New-Orlcaus and Natchiteches. the unin- 
they were desirous of obtaining, prior to their acquisition of Louj-| terrupted system of raising and arming troops to light the flame ot 
siana, it replied to their minister at Madrid, by a letter of the 3d of} revolution in the kingdom of New-Spair. Ali Louisiana,” he con- 
May, 1303, “that by the retrocession made to France of Louisiana,’ tinues, “has witnessed these armaments—the public enlistments— 
that power regained the province with the limits it had, saving the | the transportation of arme—rejunction of the insurgents—and their 
rights acquired by other powers; and that the United States could | hostile and warlike march from the territory of this republic 
address chennselte to the French government to negociate the | against the possessious of a friendly and neighboring power.” 
Acquisition of territories which might suit Uicir interest.” With; No troops at present are, or at any former period were, openly 
the subject thus presented before the government of the United) raised, armed or enlisted at Natchitoches, or at New-Orteans, or at 
States, the fair construction of the article of the treaty of St. de} any other point within the state of Louimana. Arins have been 
Phonso, maintained by the American ministers in their official com-| transperted from this place by sea and otherwise, as objects ot 
munication accompauying the treaty, sanctioned, as it evidently | merchandize, aud probably have been disposed of to some of the 
Was, by the letter of our minister of state, the treaty ef Paris of | revolutionary governments of New-Spain. It has not been suppos d 
1803 was ratified. It could not be expected that the United States | here that there was any law of the United States, any provision by 
would appeal, undir these circumstances, to France tor iaforma-| treaty, or any principle of national law, that prohibit this species 
ton, as to the extent of the acquisition which they had made, or be | of commerce: it was considered that the purchasing and exporting 
foverned by any opimion which her government might express, in| by way of merchandize, of articles termed contraband, was free 
that stage, respecting it. alike to both belligerents; and that if our citiazens engazed in it 


JAMES MONROE. 





With respect to the western boundary of Louisiana, I have to/they would be abandoned to the penalties which the laws of wax 
remark, that this government has never doubted, since the treaty | authorise. 
ef 18:3, that it extended to the rio Bravo. Satisfied I am. if the} What is said, too, about the junction of the insurgents, and their 
claims of the two nations were submitted to an impartial tribunal, | hostile and warlike march from the territory of the United States 
who, observing the principles applicable to the case, and tracing against the possessions of Spain. is unfounded. In the summer of 
facts, as to discovery ma 


settlement, on either side, that such jibe year 1812, a band of adventurers, without organization, and 
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apparently without any definite object, made an incursion into the 
province of ‘Vexas as tar as San Autanio, by the way of Nacog- 
doches. No doubt many of the persons belonging to this party 
passed by the way of Natchituches—but separately, mi no kind of 
military array, atid under such circumst»aces as to preclude the 
interference of the civil or military authorities ot the United States, 
or of the state of Louisiana. Aes 

What could be effected in this respect was done; twice in the 
years 1211, 712, parties of adventurers who had assembied between 
the Rio Hunda and the Sabine, (the neutral territory) were dispersed 
by the garrison of Natchitoches, their huts demolished, and their 
whole establishment broken up. 

The party that marched upon San Antonio assembled to the west 
of the Sabine, beyond the operation of vur laws, and irom thence 
earried on their operations. So far from troops, upon this occasion, 
ass-mbling at different points, forming a junction within the ter- 
riteries of the United States, and marching thenee, 1 am assured, 
by various and most respectabie authorities, that, although it was 
generally understood at Natchitoches that some enterprize was ov 
foot, it Was extraordinary tu see two of the persons, supposed to be 
engaged in it, together. ‘The officer commanding at that time the 
United States troops at Natchitoches, (uajor Woistoncrait) offered 
his services to the civil authority in aid of the laws, and to preserve 
inviolate the neutrality which they enforce. 

ia cons: quence, several individuals, found with arms, were ar- 
rested; they alleged that they were hunters, and there bemg no 
evidener to the contrary, or rather no proot of their being engaged 
jn any illegal undertaking, they were of course discharged. _So 
well satisfied, indeed, were the Spanish authoriaes of the adjommsg 
provines, that neither our government or its agents gave suecors 
or cauntenance to this ened, that during the time they Knew 
it to be organized or organizing, they applied to the garrison at 
Natchitoches, fur au escort to bring in sume specie, which was im- 
mediately granted. 


Vessels, to be employed in the service of the colonies, been vermit 
ted to fit out and arm, or to augment their force at New-Orieaus 
or elsewhere, within the state of Louisiana. 

On the contrary, it is notorious, that to no one point of duty have 
the civil and military authorities of the United States directed more 
strenuously, or it is believed, more successfully, their attention, 
than to the diseovering and suppression of al] attempts to violate 
the iaws in these respects. Attempts to violate them, by fitting 
out and arming, and by auguienting the force of vessels, have no 
doubt been frequent, but certainly in no instance successful, ex- 
cept where conducted under circumstances of concealment, that 
eluded discovery, an! almost suspicion; or were carried on at some 
remote point of the coast, beyond the reach of detection or disco- 
very. In every instance where it was known that these illegal 





}acis Were attempting, or where it was afterwards discovered that 
| they had been committed, the persons engaged, as far as they were 
\ cnawn, nave been proseeuted, while the vessels fitted out, ur at- 
‘te i pted to be fitted out. have beeu seized and sihelled, under the 
act of the Sth of Jane,.1794; and when captures bave been made, 
by vessels thus fitted and armed, in which thir foree was aug- 

mented-or increased within our waters, where the proporty taken 
Was brought within our jurisdicdon, or even found upon the high 
seas by our cruizers, and brought im, it has been restored to the 
original Spanish owners, and in some instances, damages awarded 
against the captors. 

An enumeration of the eases in which individuals have been 
prosecuted for infringing, or attempting to infringe our beutrality, 
in aid of the governments of New-Spain, and im which vessels have 
been seized and libelled, under the act of the 5th Junc, 1794, toge- 
ther witha list of the vessels and property restured to the original 

Spanish owners (confiving the whole of the operations of the year, 
| Commencing March, i815, and ending February, 1816) will show 
more exclusively, perhaps, than any thing else can, how totally 
without foundation are the complaints of Spain on this head. 





Toledo, who, at the time of its defeat, commanded the party that | 


penctrated to San Antonio, came to this city in the autumn of! 


1814, when he was immdeiately arrested and recognized to answer, 
at the succeeding term of the federal court, to a charge of setung 
on foot, within the territory of the United States, a military expedi- 
tiow or enterprize, to be carried on from thence against the territo- 


ries or dominions of the king of Spain: six months having passed, | 


and no testimony Whatever appearing agaist him, bis recognizance 
was delivered up. 
After the discomfiture of the party under Toledo, no enterprize 


destined tu aid the revolutionists of New Spain, appears to have | 


been set on fvot from the vicinity of the United States, until late 


an the summer of last year, When it was rumored that a party, | 


The names of individuals presented in the district court of the 
Unit d States, for the Louisiane district, daring the year, 1815, for 
violating or attempting to violate, the n-utrality of the United 
States, in oid of the governments of the United Provinces of New- 
| Granada, avid the United Provinces of Mexico: 

Jos Alvarez de Toledo. 

Julies Cesar Amazoni. 

Vincent Gambie. 

John Robinson. 

_ Romain Very. 
Peirre Swemesen. 
Bernard Bourdin. 


under a person of the wame of Perry, was forming for that purpose, | 


somewhere on the western coast of Louisiana. Upon the first in- 
timation that this enterprize was meditated, steps were taken here | 
to frustrate it. Nothing occurred to justify prosecutions or arrests; | 
a large quaitity of arms, however, supposed to be intended for this | 
party, Were seized on the river, and detained at the custom-house 
fer several months; and commodore Patterson, commanding naval } 
officer on this station, imstructed the officers under his command,} 
exuizing in the neighborhood of the suspected place of rendezvous, | 
(Belle Isle, at the mouth of bayou Peche) to ascertain the truth of | 
the rumors in circulation, and if verified. to use the force under | 
their respective commands in dispersing the persons assembled, and | 
in frustrating their illegalintentions. In obedience to these orders, | 
the coast, as far as the Sabine, was examined, and no persons dis- | 
covered. Itis now ascertained that Perry, Humbert, and their fol- | 
lowers, inconsiderable in number, passed separately, through At- | 
takapas, and assembled about two leagues to the west of the Sabine. | 
Thence they embarked for some place on the coast of Mexico; | 
were wrecked, dispersed, and their plans, whatever they were, | 
totally defeated. 

I have, in the foregoing detail, sir, given partly from information | 
entitled to perfect confidence, and partly from my own know- 
ledge, a brief and hurried outline of two fruitiess attempts of a 
handtul of restless and uniufluential individuals, stimulated by the 
desire of aiding the cause of Mexican independence, or that of 
bettering their own fortunes. These are the only military enter- 
prizes against the dominions of the a crown, that have drawn 
any portion of their aid or support from Louisiana. In both, the 
mass of adventurers was composed of Spaniards, Frenchmen and 
Italians. 1 need not say these euterprizes, whether in aid of th: 
vevulutionists, or merely predatory, were not only feeble and insig- 
siificant, but that they were formed under circumstances which 
forbid a surmise of their being sanctioned or connived at. Every 
man aequainted with the state of public feeling throughout the 
southern and westcrn sections of the United States, knows, that had 
our government but manifested the slightest disposition to sanction 
enterprizes ia aid of the revolutionists of New Spain, the condition 
of these provinces would not at this day be doubt!ul 

it is said that troops have been recently enlisted, and that ex- 
peditions have been prepared in this city, to invade the dominions 
of Spain. ‘The enlisting of men, andthe preparing of enterprizes, 
of the kind spoken of, cannot be accomplished without means, or 
be carried on in the midst of a populous city, in solitude and silence. | 
Yet it is known, in the first place, that neither Mr. Toledo or Mr. 
Herrera had or have pecuniary means for such purpeses; and, in 
the second, so far as negative proof can go, or so far as the absence 
of one thing implies auother, it is most certain that no enlistments 
have tuken place, and that no expeditions, or the means of expedi- 
tions, have been prepared or are preparing here. 

A regard to truth makes it necessary to say, that what is alleged 
respecung the arming and fitting out of vessels within the waters | 
of Louisiana, to be eiployed ib the service of the revolutionary 
governments, arainst the subjects or property of the king ot Spain, 
3s unfounded. Atno petiod since the Commencement of the strug: | 
gle between the Spanish colouics and the niother country, arse | 


‘ 

















| List of the vessels libelled for iliegal outfits in aid of the same gu- 
vernments, during the same period. 


Brig Fiera Aimericana, restored. 
Schuouer Presidente, condemned, 
Petit Milan, do- 

General Bolivar, discontinued. 
Eugenia, alias Indiana, condemned. 
Iwo Brothers, restored. 


_ Enumeratson of vessels and property brought within the Loui- 
siana district, captured under the flags, and by the authority of 
the governments of New Grenada and of Mexico, libelled on the 
part of the original Spanish owners, and restored upon the ground 
that the capturing vessels had been fitted out and armed, or had 
their forces augmented within thy waters of the United States. 
1, Schr. Cometa, restored A pril, 1215. 
2. Schr. Qorada, proceeds restor.d 16th May, 1815, dolls. 3,050 00 
3. Schr Amiable Maria, do. do. 3,850 08 
4. Schr. Experimente, restored 3d August. 
5. The Polacre brig de Regla and cargo, proceeds restored 
18th December, 1815, 
6. Schr. Alesta and cargo, being the proceeds of the 
Sapsure of about 18 small vessels, restored 18th Dec. 
815, 
Damages awarded to the original owners against the 
captors in th: two foregoing eases, 
7. ‘The cargo of the schuoner Petit Milan, restored Febru- 


19,209 50 


62,150 05 


55,272 97 


ary, 1316, 2,444 31 
8. ‘Lhe cargo of the schooner Presidente, 1st February, 
1816, 10,931 14 


9. Schr. Sankita and cargo, restored Ist February, 1816, 37,962 94 


The preceding aceount of Spanish property restored fo the 
original proprietors, after being in possession ofthe eneinies of 
Spain,is defective, inasmuch as it does not comprehend the whole 
of the castes of restoration that have taken place within the period 
to which the detail 18 confined; the very hasty manner in which 
i have made this enumeration, did not admit of a more accurate 
statement. ‘The principal cases however, are included in it. In 
several other cases, Where the property was claimed for the eriginal 
Spanish owners, the claims were dismissed because it did dot ap- 
pear that any violation of our neutrality had taken place, 

The capturing vessels were not armed, por was their force 
augmented, within our jurisdiction; nor had the captures been 
made within; a marine league of vur shore. The pregciples that 
guided the decisions of the court, as well in restoring the pro- 

erty captured, where our neutral means had been used, as 1 
eclining all interference, where that was not the case, manifest, 


| I think, a disp sition tv, and an exercise of, the most rigid neutrality 


between the parties. 
Lhave the honor to be, with sentiments of the highest considera- 


| tion and respect, sir, your most obedient servant, 


(Signed) JOHN DICK. 
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